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FOREWORD 


The  outlines  of  the  nation’s  history  have  been  drawn.  The  trend  of 
historical  interest  and  scholarship  is  now  toward  supplying,  within  the  out¬ 
line,  the  detailed  pattern  of  an  earlier  life  in  particular  localities.  In  the  State 
of  New  York,  local  historical  societies  have  been  functioning  usefully  in  finding, 
preserving  and  publishing  the  records  of  their  own  sections,  and  in  Tompkins 
County  the  DeWitt  Historical  Society  has  been  making  steady  contributions  to 
this  end.  This  book,  the  work  of  its  president,  constitutes  one  of  its  annual 
publications. 

The  pioneers  followed  the  discoverers  and  explorers;  the  settlers  followed 
these.  Authenticated  history,  however,  is  not  apt  to  begin  before  the  settlers 
who  came  to  stay;  who  made  and  left  documents  —  deeds,  wills,  maps,  govern¬ 
mental  records,  d'aries  and  letters.  But  beyond  these  records,  our  progenitors 
unconsciously  left  their  marks  to  indicate  what  sort  of  folk  they  were  and  what 
went  on,  and  not  the  least  revealing  marks  are  supplied  by  the  salty  place  names 
that  were  slapped  on  unoffending  settlements,  cross-roads  and  localities.  Some 
of  these  place  names  have  survived  to  enrich  our  local  speech ;  others  have  van¬ 
ished  into  the  limbo  of  forgotten  things.  But  all  of  them  add  a  condiment  of 
humor  and  pungent  explanation  to  the  substance  of  documented  history  and 
are  themselves  often  important  historical  evidence. 

In  this  book  the  author  has  searched  out  the  origins  of  our  colorful  place 
names  and  has  explored  the  twilight  zone  between  historical  fact  and  romantic 
folk  lore  wherein  such  matters  lie.  And  Mr.  W.  Glenn  Norris  is  well  fitted  to 
do  this  work.  As  County  Clerk  he  has  for  years  been  surrounded  by  the  ancient 
maps  and  records  which  are  the  basis  of  historical  research;  as  a  person  born 
and  brought  up  in  the  community,  his  ears  have  been  receptive  to  the  stories  of 
old  days  that  are  handed  down  from  one  generation  to  the  next.  The  study  of 
place  names  is  no  field  for  either  the  historical  pedant  or  the  gullible  collector 
of  tales.  Mr.  Norris  is  neither.  He  has  picked  his  way  delicately  between  fact 
and  fancy.  With  some  names  he  has  brought  supposed  myths  back  into  the 
realm  of  authenticated  history;  others  he  has  labeled  as  dubious  romances 
which  can,  nevertheless  be  enjoyed  as  such,  neither  result  is  to  be  disparaged. 

The  Goose  Pasture,  Rogue’s  Harbor,  The  Hog  Hole,  Innocentsville,  Swamp 
College,  The  Rhine,  Canaan,  California!  Those  names  and  hundreds  of  others 
season  our  speech  and  bring  back  the  picture  of  old  days.  They  make  live  again 
the  people  who  created  our  beginnings  and  helped  to  make  a  hard  life  endur¬ 
able  by  adding  a  dash  of  humor  and  imagination  in  the  place  names  they  gave 
to  their  surroundings. 


Stoneposts,  Jacksonville,  N.  Y. 
January,  1951 


ROMEYN  BERRY 


INTRODUCTION 

The  revolutionary  war  which  came  to  an  end  in  1783  opened  the  way  for 
settlement  in  what  is  now  Tompkins  County.  The  ancient  claim  of  the 
Cayuga  Indians  to  their  tribal  domain  was  extinguished  by  treaty,  and  the 
services  of  New  York  State  soldiers  in  the  Revolution  were  rewarded  by  grants 
of  gratuity  land  in  the  so-called  Military  Tract.  Part  of  Tompkins  County  was 
included  in  the  Tract  and  after  it  was  surveyed  in  1790  a  vast  wilderness  area 
rapidly  gave  way  to  the  axe  and  plow  of  an  eager  horde  of  land  seekers. 

The  first  group  came  into  the  flats  at  the  head  of  Cayuga  Lake  in  1789, 
and  soon  a  tiny  settlement  began  to  grow  which  quickly  acquired  the  simple 
title  of  The  Flats.  Soon  thereafter,  two  industrious  brothers  by  the  name  of 
Markle  made  their  presence  known,  and  “Markle’s  Flats”  came  into  use  to 
identify  the  place.  Still  other  names  fell  upon  the  new  settlement  before  the 
title  of  Ithaca  became  firmly  fixed  in  common  usage. 

Thus,  the  identification  of  the  little  community  at  the  head  of  the  lake 
was  the  beginning  of  place  naming  in  Tompkins  County  —  a  county  not  yet 
named  or  established.  Elsewhere  throughout  our  region  as  settlers  poured  in, 
little  communities  were  formed,  and  names  were  being  applied  —  some  perma¬ 
nent  —  others  transitory. 

A  classification  of  Tompkins  County  names  exhibits  a  wide  diversity  of 
human  activity.  Here  are  names  borrowed  from  the  Old  World,  for  senti¬ 
mental  or  other  reasons,  without  actual  contact,  such  as  Varna,  Ladoga  and 
Etna.  Classical  names  are  found  like  Ulysses  and  Ithaca;  Biblical  names  such 
as  Sodom  and  Canaan.  Old  World  poets,  authors,  and  an  American  soldier- 
president  are  represented.  Names  were  bestowed  upon  our  communities  by 
sturdy  pioneers  from  New  England,  who,  remembering  their  former  homes, 
gave  us  Groton  and  Enfield.  Poetical  names  of  pleasing  and  musical  sound  are 
found  in  Cascadilla  and  Caroline.  Gooseville  and  Honeypot  are  unusual  names 
resulting  from  whimsy.  The  railroads  also  added  their  share,  but  only  East 
Ithaca  and  Peruton  remain. 

And  because  of  the  unutterable  confusion  resulting  from  duplication  of 
place  names  within  the  same  state,  the  Post  Office  Department  adopted  a  rule 
against  such  duplication.  The  Department  then  permitted  substitution  or  desig¬ 
nated  the  post  office  name.  By  this  rule  Moscow  became  McLean.  The  post 
offices  Nina,  Nubia  and  Grotto  were  local  beauties  designated  by  the  De¬ 
partment,  but  were  discontinued  after  Rural  Free  Delivery  was  inaugurated 
around  1900. 

Indian  names  in  our  county  have  fallen  mostly  on  some  of  the  many 
streams  that  abound  in  our  midst.  Although  there  were  wandering  Indian 
families  here  many  years  after  white  occupation,  neither  their  presence  nor  the 
former  glory  of  their  forebears  was  sufficient  to  induce  the  new  comers  to  give 
Indian  names  to  their  new  communities.  Perhaps  the  unhappy  part  played  by 
the  Six  Indian  Nations  in  the  War  for  Independence  was  still  fresh  in  the  minds 
of  many  patriotic  settlers  but  be  that  as  it  may,  most  of  the  Indian  names 
were  too  unpronounceable  for  common  use,  despite  the  fact  that  some  of  our 
finest  place  names  in  this  state  are  of  aboriginal  origin. 


VI 


No  attempt  has  been  made  herein,  to  describe  place  names  in  the  Town 
of  Hector,  which  was  one  of  the  original  towns  in  the  new  County  of  Tomp¬ 
kins  in  1817,  but  which  was  annexed  to  the  newly  erected  County  of  Schuyler 
in  1855.  Nor  has  any  mention  been  made  of  place  names  in  the  Town  of 
Covert  which  became  a  part  of  this  county  when  organized,  but  was  restored 
to  Seneca  County  in  1819.  Neither  does  this  work  include  the  frequently 
changing  names  of  the  numerous  “Corners”  that  dot  our  landscape,  except  in 
those  instances  where  such  a  place  is  well  known  outside  its  locality,  and  has 
retained  its  original  name,  or  could  boast  of  a  crossroad  post  office.  Also  the 
story  of  many  of  the  separately  named  realty  tracts  within  the  county  have  been 
omitted.  Some  of  them  like  Bryant  Heights  and  Cornell  Heights  developed  into 
complete  residential  sections  and  were  absorbed  as  component  parts  of  the  City 
of  Ithaca.  New  tracts  have  been  laid  out  and  show  promise  of  fulfillment,  while 
others  in  years  gone  by  have  withered  on  the  vine  and  have  been  forgotten. 

Our  Tompkins  County  place  names  are  earthy  and  substantial.  For  a 
considerable  part  they  honor  the  names  of  our  pioneer  settlers,  and  in  general 
they  reflect  the  spirit  and  taste  of  our  early  solid  citizens. 

This  work  would  not  be  complete  without  mention  of  place  names  of  re¬ 
cent  origin,  and,  when  our  increasing  population  forms  itself  into  future  hamlets 
and  villages  —  there  will  be  new  names  yet  to  come. 
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TOMPKINS  COUNTY 

Named  for  Daniel  D.  Tompkins;  born  1774,  died  1825. 

P\aniel  d.  tompkins  was  a  patriot  of  brilliant  ability  and  untiring  energy, 

whose  untimely  death  at  the  age  of  51  ended  a  career  of  notable  achieve¬ 
ment.  He  served  New  York  State  as  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
and  Assembly  1801;  was  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  1804-07;  Governor  1807- 
17;  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was  an  out¬ 
standing  defender  of  the  American  cause  during  the  War  of  1812.  He  wrote 
his  message  on  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  New  York  State  in  1817,  which  led 
to  its  abolishment  in  1826.  He  was  Vice-President  of  United  States  1817-25. 
Hence  when  the  new  county  of  Tompkins  was  created  and  named  in  1817  it 
was  a  natural  tribute  to  this  great  patriot  who  was  Governor  at  the  time. 

Tompkins  County  was  organized  April  7,  1817  by  Legislative  enactment 
(Chap.  189)  and  consisted  originally  of  Division  Lots  51-100  of  the  town  of 
Locke,  Cayuga  County;  Chapter  39  of  the  Laws  of  1818  changed  the  name 
thereafter  to  Groton.  Covert  Lots  43-100  of  the  town  of  Ovid,  Seneca  County. 
Lansing  Lots  42-100  of  the  town  of  Genoa,  set  off  from  the  original  township 
of  Milton.  Ulysses,  entire  town  from  Seneca  County.  Dryden,  entire  town  from 
Cayuga  County.  Hector,  entire  town  from  Seneca  County. 

Covert  was  restored  to  Seneca  County  by  Chapter  190  of  the  Laws  oft 
1819,  on  April  13th.  Caroline,  Danby,  and  Cayuta  (Newfield)  were  taken  from 
Tioga  County  and  added  to  Tompkins  County  by  Chapter  75  of  the  Laws  of 

1822,  on  March  22nd;  the  complete  annexation  to  take  effect  on  March  22, 

1823,  one  year  from  date,  to  allow  for  adjustment  of  the  civil  affairs  of  the 
towns.  Chapter  143  of  the  Laws  of  1822  changed  Cayuta  to  Newfield  on 
March  29,  1822.  Hector  and  part  of  Newfield  became  part  of  Schuyler  County 
January  1,  1855. 

The  lands  embraced  in  the  limits  of  Tompkins  County  are  derived  from  two 
sources:  what  is  called  the  Military  Tract  and  Watkins  and  Flint’s  Purchase. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  which  set  off  the  County  of  Tompkins  located 
the  county  seat  at  Ithaca,  (then  a  little  village  in  the  old  town  of  Ulysses),  and 
provided  that  the  Courts  be  held  in  the  meeting  house  in  the  village  until  said 
Court  House  could  be  erected.  The  meeting  house  referred  to  was  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  which  had  just  been  erected  and  was  the  only  church 
edifice  in  the  place.  The  same  act  appointed  three  commissioners  to  super¬ 
intend  the  building  of  the  Court  House  and  Jail.  Simeon  DeWitt,  the  Surveyor 
General  of  the  State  and  large  land  owner  in  Ithaca  donated  the  land  for  the 
first  Court  House  and  Jail.  The  deed  to  this  site  was  the  first  to  be  recorded  in 
the  new  county.  The  original  county  building  was  a  simple  wooden  structure 
of  colonial  design  with  a  bell  tower  on  the  south  end  facing  DeWitt  Park.  On 
one  side  of  the  first  floor  was  the  Sheriff’s  office  and  home;  the  other  half  was 
the  jail.  On  the  second  floor  was  the  court  room. 

Tompkins  County  was  erected  from  parts  of  Cayuga  and  Seneca  counties. 
The  act  provided  that  in  case  the  new  county  could  not  furnish  a  building  site 
and  raise  $7000.00  with  which  to  erect  the  county  building,  the  territory  of  the 
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new  county  was  to  be  re-annexed  to  Cayuga  and  Seneca  counties.  But  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  act  were  promptly  complied  with  and  in  1818  the  Court  House 
and  Jail  were  ready  for  use.  As  a  “hall  of  justice”  the  little  Court  House  was 
quite  insignificant,  but  it  served  its  purpose  until  1854,  when  a  new  Court 
House  was  authorized  which  was  completed  the  following  year.  The  second 
building  became  inadequate  for  its  purpose  and  in  1932-33  the  present  modern 
County  building  and  Jail  was  erected. 

The  county  now  consists  of  nine  towns  and  within  its  borders  is  the  City 
of  Ithaca  and  five  incorporated  villages  operating  under  charter. 

The  total  area  of  the  county  is  491  square  miles. 


First  Court  House  &uuz£ui  18 Id 
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CAYUGA  LAKE  (ka-yoo5ga) 

Cayuga  lake  is  the  longest  of  the  Finger  Lakes,  which  are  so-called  because 
the  long  narrow  lakes  near  the  geographical  center  of  the  State  appear  as 
outstretched  fingers  of  a  hand  pointing  southward. 

Geologically,  Cayuga  Lake  is  a  broad  pre-glacial  stream  valley,  broadened 
and  deepened  by  glacial  erosion.  In  altitude  it  is  the  lowest  of  these  lakes; 
its  mean  level  or  height  above  sea  level  being  383  feet,  and  its  deepest  part  near 
Sheldrake  is  437  feet,  or  54  feet  below  sea  level. 

It  is  38.1  miles  long  and  varies  in  width  from  a  mile  and  an  eighth  at 
Ithaca  to  three  and  a  half  miles  at  Aurora.  Its  surface  area  is  68  square  miles. 
Its  shore  line  is  contained  within  the  counties  of  Tompkins,  Seneca  and  Cayuga. 
Frontenac  Island,  about  one  acre  in  area,  is  the  only  island  in  the  lake  and  is 
situated  opposite  the  village  of  Union  Springs. 

The  Iroquoian  name  for  Cayuga  Lake  was  Tiohero,  signifying  “Clear 
Water”.  This  name  first  appears  on  the  Col.  Romer  map  of  1700.  Later 
French  maps  call  it  Lac  Tiohero.  But  the  lake  takes  its  name  from  the  Cayuga 
Indians  who  once  inhabited  its  shores  and  the  adjacent  hinterland.  The  Cay- 
ugas  were  one  of  the  original  tribes  of  the  Five  Nations  that  were  formed  into 
an  alliance  known  as  the  Iroquois  Confederacy. 

These  Indians  called  themselves  the  Gue-u-gweh-o-no  or  “people  of  the 
muckyland”,  which  may  have  been  a  reference  to  the  marshy  land  at  both  ends 
of  the  lake.  Hence  from  these  Indians  comes  the  name  for  this  beautiful  body 
of  water. 

The  Cayugas  occupied  an  important  place  in  the  councils  of  the  Iroquois, 
and  in  colonial  history.  More  than  120  variations  of  the  tribal  name  have  been 
found  in  the  writings  of  French,  Dutch  and  English  chroniclers. 

Probably  the  first  white  man  to  set  eyes  on  Cayuga  Lake  was  the  twehty- 
two  year  old  French  adventurer  and  Indian  interpreter,  Etienne  (Stephen) 
Brule,  who  was  in  the  service  of  Samuel  Champlain,  the  great  French  explorer 
and  colonizer.  In  the  year  1615,  Brule,  accompanied  by  twelve  Huron  Indians 
from  Canada,  sought  the  assistance  of  500  Andaste  warriors,  in  a  war  expedi¬ 
tion  waged  by  the  Hurons,  and  aided  by  Champlain,  against  the  Iroquois  of 
New  York  State.  Brule’s  journey  to  the  Andaste  stronghold  near  the  New  York- 
Pennsylvania  border  and  thence  to  the  Iroquoian  battle  site  took  him  through 
this  region.  The  next  white  men  to  have  contact  with  Cayuga  Lake  were  two 
Jesuit  priests  from  Montreal,  who  in  1656  at  the  invitation  of  the  Cayuga  chiefs 
came  into  the  Cayuga  country  and  founded  a  mission.  The  Jesuits  remained 
among  the  Cayugas  intermittently  for  twenty-eight  years  and  left  behind  a 
graphic  account  of  their  experiences  with  the  savage  tribes.  Following  the 
Jesuits,  French,  Dutch,  and  English  traders  made  Cayuga  Lake  a  regular  place 
of  call.  When  this  region  was  opened  to  white  settlement,  the  lake  became  a 
busy  thoroughfare  for  the  transportation  of  goods. 

Before  the  entire  length  of  the  Erie  Canal  was  formally  opened  on  Oc¬ 
tober  26,  1825,  the  eastern  section  was  completed  and  formally  opened  on 
October  8,  1923.  This  event  greatly  facilitated  shipping  from  Cayuga  Lake  and 
was  the  beginning  of  a  long  era  of  extensive  lake  and  canal  traffic  that  made 
Ithaca  an  important  shipping  point.  In  1909  the  State  authorized  an  extension 
of  the  new  Barge  Canal  into  Seneca  and  Cayuga  Lakes,  and  Ithaca  became  a 
terminal  thereof.  Since  the  days  of  the  Indians,  the  lake  has  been  a  popular 
body  of  water  for  small  boat  owners. 
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CITY  OF  ITHACA 


17  ROM  the  beginning  Ithaca  stubbornly  hurdled  many  uncouth  names  before 
its  official  name  became  firmly  fixed  in  common  usage.  One  of  the  earliest 
of  these  names  was  “The  Flats”,  so-called  when  the  flat  land  of  the  valley  was 

I  first  occupied  by  settlers.  Then  it  became  known  as  “Maricle’s”,  or  properly, 
“Markle’s  Flats”,  named  after  Abraham  and  Henry  Markle,  leading  pioneer 
citizens,  who  took  an  active  part  in  civil  affairs  when  the  Township  of  Ulysses 
was  taken  in  as  a  civil  division  of  newly  erected  Onondaga  County.  The 
first  town  meeting  of  Ulysses  was  held  on  the  7th  of  April,  1795  at  Peter 
Hymnpough’s  cabin,  which  stood  about  where  the  Christian  Science  Church 
is  located,  near  the  entrance  to  Cascadilla  gorge.  Ithaca  in  its  infancy  was  a 
boisterous  frontier  settlement  from  which  it  acquired  the  unsavory  name 
“Sodom”,  after  its  Biblical  namesake.  Cayuga  City  and  The  City  were  also 
early  names  used  to  identify  the  fast  growing  hamlet. 

The  naming  of  Ithaca  is  attributed  to  Simeon  DeWitt,  who  at  the  time 
was  Surveyor-General  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  owner  of  much  of  the 
land  in  and  around  Ithaca.  Mr.  DeWitt  has  been  called  the  founder  of  Ithaca 
and  it  is  said  that  he  suggested  the  name  because  Ithaca  was  the  center  of  the 
Township  of  Ulysses,  just  as  the  ancient  Greek  island  Ithaki  was  the  legendary 
royal  seat  of  Ulysses.  But  it  was  Jacob  S.  Vrooman,  an  innkeeper,  whose  public 
use  of  the  name  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  its  final  acceptance.  Vrooman  put 
up  a  sign  on  his  tavern,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Tompkins  House, 
and  with  the  word  ITHACA  HOTEL  emblazoned  thereon,  proclaimed  to  all 
the  inhabitants  the  more  dignified  name  which  Mr.  DeWitt  had  given  to  the 
.  settlement  several  years  before,  and  which  he  had  placed  and  correctly  spelled 
on  his  official  map  of  New  York  State  in  1802. 

In  1804  a  post  office  was  established  under  the  incorrectly  spelled  name 
Ithica,  which  by  that  time  was  in  Cayuga  County,  but  in  the  same  year  was 
transferred  to  newly  formed  Seneca  County.  Richard  W.  Pelton,  appointed 
by  President  Jefferson,  was  the  first  postmaster.  When  Tompkins  County  was 
formed  in  1817  Ithaca  was  designated  to  be  the  county  seat.  It  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  as  a  village  April  2,  1821,  and  remained  a  part  of  the  town  of  Ithaca 
until  May  2,  1888  when  it  received  its  charter  as  a  city  and  became  a  separate 
municipality.  Down  through  the  years  local  civic  leaders  coined  several  catchy 
slogans  to  promote  Ithaca.  Many  generations  of  Ithacans  were  made  aware  of 
such  popular  descriptive  titles  as  “The  Forest  City”,  “The  Crown  of  Cayuga”, 
and  “The  Biggest  Little  City”. 

Steamboat  Landing 

The  Steamboat  Landing  was  situated  on  the  old  channel  of  Cayuga  Inlet 
between  the  junction  of  the  old  south  branch  of  Fall  Creek  with  the  Inlet, 
(now  the  mouth  of  Cascadilla  Creek)  and  the  original  junction  of  Cascadilla 
Creek,  which,  before  it  was  changed  to  its  present  course,  flowed  into  the  Inlet 
at  the  foot  of  Third  Street.  The  same  act  which  made  Ithaca  an  incorporated 
village  in  1821,  also  made  Cayuga  Inlet  “a  public  highway”.  Subsequently 
sand  bars  were  removed  from  its  channel,  and  by  1827  lake  boats  that  formerly 
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used  Port  Renwick  began  using  the  sheltered  port  on  the  Inlet.  It  was  early 
called  Green’s  Landing,  presumably  after  Archer  Green,  the  first  county  clerk, 
who  lived  in  the  first  framed  house  in  Ithaca,  still  standing  on  Linn  St.  A  road 
ran  from  Green’s  directly  to  the  Landing. 

A  post  office  was  established  under  the  name  Cayuga  Inlet,  with  Milton 
Hugg  as  postmaster.  Because  of  the  small  amount  of  business  at  this  office,  j 
which  at  that  time  was  far  out  in  a  swampy  suburb,  it  was  discontinued  June  1,  1 
1833.  Before  the  railroads  captured  most  of  the  freight  and  passenger  trade,  j 
the  old  Steamboat  Landing  did  a  thriving  business.  Stages  from  Newburgh  on 
the  Hudson  River  and  other  places  ran  to  the  Landing. 

In  1892  the  Ithaca  Street  Railway  was  granted  a  franchise  to  build  a  line 
on  Tioga  Street  from  State  Street  to  Railroad  Avenue  and  thence  westward  to 
the  Landing.  The  line  west  of  Tioga  Street  was  taken  up  in  1895  because  of 
the  decline  of  lake  transportation  from  that  point.  A  warehouse  for  grain  and 
merchandise  once  occupied  the  site,  and  a  small  hotel  was  built  by  Wm.  Jarvis,  ; 
a  boat  builder  and  boat  liveryman.  The  D.L.&W.  Railroad  tracks  ran  to  the 
Landing,  and  at  one  time  extended  across  Cascadilla  Creek  and  through  the  j 
swamp  to  the  Lighthouse  Pier.  With  the  tragic  burning  of  the  Frontenac,  ; 
July  27,  1907,  which  was  the  last  of  the  large  “sidewheelers”,  the  Steamboat 
Landing  rapidly  fell  into  decay.  The  old  Inlet  channel  has  been  filled  in  that 
area  and  nothing  now  remains  of  this  historic  landmark  but  a  few  rows  of 
rotting  wharf  piles. 

Eddyville  or  Eddy’s  Villa 

A  small  industrial  settlement  east  of  the  upper  end  of  Eddy  Street,  the 
center  line  of  this  street  then  being  the  east  corporate  boundary  of  the  village  ; 
of  Ithaca.  It  took  its  name  from  Otis  Eddy,  who  in  1827  began  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  cotton  cloth  in  his  factory,  which  stood  near  the  present  Cascadilla 
Building.  On  July  4,  1826,  Mr.  Eddy  laid  the  foundation  of  Eddy’s  Dam  in  i 
Cascadilla  Creek,  which  is  now  the  site  of  several  University  tennis  courts. 
Water  from  the  dam  was  conveyed  by  a  raceway,  now  Goldwin- Smith  Walk, 
to  Willow  Pond,  which  was  east  of  the  mill  and  at  the  north  end  of  what  is  ' 
now  College  Avenue.  This  pond  supplied  water  power  to  the  mill,  which 
turned  out  1000  yards  of  cotton  cloth  daily.  On  the  east  side  of  the  mill  Mr. 
Eddy  built  a  machine  shop  and  in  1829  young  Ezra  Cornell  began  work  there 
under  a  year’s  engagement.  Later  an  oil  mill,  a  gunpowder  mill,  and  a  blanket 
weaving  mill  were  built  in  the  vicinity  by  different  owners.  By  1834  more  than 
twenty  houses  had  been  erected  for  workmen.  The  cotton  mill  was  removed  in 
1866  to  make  room  for  the  present  native  stone  structure  known  as  Cascadilla 
Place.  When  the  eastern  corporation  limits  were  moved  further  eastward 
Eddy’s  Villa  was  absorbed  into  the  city. 

Fall  Creek  Village 

In  1814  Phineas  Bennett  erected  a  grist  mill  near  the  mouth  of  Fall  Creek 
gorge.  This  was  the  beginning  of  many  successive  manufacturing  enterprises 
which  from  that  early  time  to  the  present  have  used  the  water  power  from  Fall 
Creek.  The  water  was  conveyed  from  a  dam  in  the  gorge  back  from  the  top 
of  116  foot  high  Fall  Creek  Falls.  A  cluster  of  houses  sprang  up  around  the 
new  industries  and  the  little  settlement  became  known  as  Fall  Creek  Village. 
This  name  appears  on  early  deeds  to  property  in  that  area.  Fall  Creek  Village, 
nearly  a  mile  distant  from  the  business  center  of  Ithaca  was  considered  an  out¬ 
lying  settlement.  It  was  separated  that  distance  by  open  meadows,  a  patch  of 


[6] 


woods,  and  considerable  swampy  ground.  When  Ithaca  expanded  northward 
on  the  flats,  the  so-called  village  of  Fall  Creek  was  absorbed  and  lost  its  mean¬ 
ing  as  a  separate  community. 

The  Rhine 

A  nickname  believed  to  have  been  given  to  Cayuga  Inlet  by  an  early 
Cornell  crew-man.  How  he  happened  to  compare  the  sluggish  stream  with  its 
famous  namesake  in  Europe  is  a  mystery,  but  the  name  quickly  caught  the 
public’s  fancy  and  was  adopted  into  local  speech.  The  rough  element  of 
“canalers”  and  squatters  in  the  vicinity  then  began  to  be  called  “Rhiners”,  a 
term  freely  used  fifty  years  ago.  The  building  of  substantial  places  along  the 
Inlet  wrought  a  gradual  change  in  the  neighborhood  and  the  old  name  of 
the  stream  and  its  former  tough  denizens  is  passing  into  the  folklore  of  this 
region.  In  1909  the  State  Legislature  passed  an  Act  to  make  Cayuga  Inlet  part 
of  the  Barge  Canal  System.  The  Inlet  was  then  widened,  deepened,  and 
straightened  as  it  appears  today. 

Goose  Alley 

Because  Sears  Lane  in  its  early  days  happened  to  be  an  open  muddy  lane 
where  villagers’  geese  enjoyed  the  nearby  creek,  it  took  only  the  simple  fancy 
of  some  local  wag  to  become  Goose  Alley  —  a  name  that  became  so  well  fixed 
in  local  usage  that  it  was  printed  on  a  map  of  the  city.  Sears  Lane,  named 
after  John  Sears,  who  owned  land  at  the  head  of  the  lane,  now  bears  the  title 
Sears  Street. 

The  Goose  Pasture 

DeWitt’s  Farm,  as  it  was  called,  owned  by  Simeon  DeWitt,  occupied  all 
the  territory  north  and  east  of  Cascadilla  Creek  almost  to  Fall  Creek.  Cattle 
and  geese  belonging  to  the  villagers  were  allowed  the  use  of  the  meadows  and 
from  this  custom  the  area  was  jokingly  called  the  “Goose  Pasture”.  The  name 
still  lingers  among  native  Fall  Creekers. 

South  Hill 

South  Hill  is  easily  identified  as  the  great  hill  rising  high  in  the  south  part 
of  the  city  and  lying  between  the  valleys  of  Six  Mile  Creek  and  Cayuga  Inlet. 
When  South  Hill  began  to  develop  as  a  residential  section  it  gained  a  distinc¬ 
tion  not  shared  by  its  sister  hills  —  East  Hill  and  West  Hill;  that  is  to  say;  it 
acquired  a  variety  of  common  names  which  crept  into  general  local  usage. 
One  of  the  first  of  these  popular  names  was : 

Prospect  Hill 

This  designation  referred  generally  to  that  portion  of  South  Hill  where 
the  main  office  buildings  of  the  G.L.F.  Corporation  stand.  On  the  night  of 
September  26,  1779,  Lt.  Col.  Henry  Dearborn,  commanding  200  Continental 
soldiers  from  Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian  Campaign  Army,  made  over-night  camp 
on  these  heights.  He  expected  a  juncture  at  Ithaca  with  Col.  Wm.  Butler, 
whose  600  soldiers,  also  from  Sullivan’s  Army,  were  moving  south  along  the 
east  side  of  Cayuga  Lake.  From  his  elevated  camp  site  Dearborn  had  a  pros¬ 
pect  of  the  valley  northward  in  the  direction  of  Butler’s  route.  These  two 
detachments  failed  to  meet  at  what  is  now  Ithaca,  but  years  later  Col.  Dearborn 
visited  Ithaca  and  found  a  lively  settlement  springing  up.  He  pointed  out  to 
some  of  the  pioneers  Prospect  Hill,  where  he  camped  in  the  wilderness. 
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Brewery  Hill 

For  many  years  during  the  middle  part  of  the  last  century  a  brewery  was 
operated  on  the  bank  of  Six  Mile  Creek  on  Spencer  Street  running  along  the 
westerly  base  of  South  Hill.  Its  presence  there  was  the  reason  for  naming  that 
section  of  South  Hill  Brewery  Hill;  a  name  that  crept  into  official  use. 

Bowery  Hill 

This  name  has  also  been  applied  to  South  Hill  and  is  so  named  in  early 
deeds  and  references  to  that  area.  It  is  considered  to  be  a  corruption  of  the 
better  known  Brewery  Hill. 

Michigan  Hill 

Another  once  widely  used  name  for  South  Hill.  The  name  is  said  to  have 
originated  thus:  David  Ayers,  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  on  South  Hill,  was 
bitten  by  the  Michigan  land  fever  back  in  the  1840’s.  He  allowed  as  how  he 
was  going  to  pull  up  stakes  and  go  to  Michigan  to  settle  on  homestead  land; 
but  although  he  talked  a  great  deal  about  it,  he  never  got  started.  In  jest 
people  began  saying  his  property  was  on  Michigan  Hill,  and  the  name  stuck 
for  many  years. 

Goat  Hill 

This  waggish  nickname  does  not  necessarily  refer  to  South  Hill  as  a  former 
place  for  goats,  but  was  jokingly  meant  to  convey  the  hill  climbing  ability  of 
South  Hillers.  Since  the  advent  of  the  automobile,  which  has  made  the  hill 
easier  to  surmount,  the  old  name  has  declined  in  popularity. 

The  Hog  Hole 

A  name  given  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  lake  at  the  north  end  of  the 
City  Airport.  Forty  years  ago  this  section  was  a  wet  swampy  jungle  and  the 
hang-out  of  a  few  families  of  squatters,  of  old  native  extraction.  Fishing  was 
their  chief  occupation.  How  the  name  Hog  Hole  happened  to  originate  is  not 
directly  known.  One  of  the  characters  living  there  was  nicknamed  “Hoggy”, 
but  whether  he  gave  the  place  its  name  or  acquired  it  from  living  there  cannot 
be  learned.  An  Ithaca  author,  Grace  Miller  White,  in  her  popular  books  “Tess 
of  the  Storm  Country”  and  “Ghost  of  Glen  Gorge”,  wove  into  her  stories  the 
locale  and  characters  of  this  lost  colony.  The  old  Hog  Hole  was  a  favorite  eel 
fishing  place  of  the  Indians  and  long  afterward  a  fisherman’s  paradise,  but  it 
may  eventually  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  The  shallow  lake  area  at  the  north  end 
of  the  airport  is  a  convenient  dumping  ground  whenever  the  Barge  Canal, 
otherwise  known  as  the  Inlet,  needs  dredging,  and  before  long  another  of 
Ithaca’s  historic  landmarks  will  disappear. 

The  Silent  City 

A  localism  applied  to  squatters’  row  at  one  time  scattered  along  the  banks 
of  Cayuga  Inlet  (The  Rhine)  and  the  old  Glenwood  Road,  which  ran  through 
the  swamp  at  the  south  end  of  the  City  Airport.  Squatters  lived  there  in  an 
amazing  collection  of  shacks.  Occasionally  they  had  brawls  which  required 
the  attention  of  the  local  police.  When  they  arrived  they  found  everything 
silent  and  peaceful.  Many  of  these  squatters  were  the  sediment  of  the  canal 
traffic  that  flourished  during  a  large  part  of  the  last  century.  When  the  State 
straightened  the  Inlet  and  deepened  the  channel  for  barge  use,  the  land  along 
its  banks  was  filled  in  and  most  of  the  squatters  were  forced  to  move.  Since 
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that  time  the  development  of  the  airport  and  the  steady  march  of  business 
looking  for  new  locations  has  removed  the  last  trace  of  squatters  in  that  locality. 

The  Nook 

A  wedge  shaped  opening  in  the  foot  of  the  hill  north  of  Fall  Creek  and 
according  to  geologists  is  the  vestigial  remains  of  a  pre-glacial  channel  of 
ancient  Fall  Creek.  A  small  distillery  was  located  there  in  early  pioneer  times. 
Ezra  Cornell,  who  was  employed  by  Jeremiah  Beebe,  owner  of  the  Fall  Creek 
Mill,  lived  in  a  little  house  in  The  Nook  in  1833. 

East  Ithaca 

The  name  of  the  E.C.&N.  R.R.  depot,  (now  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.),  and 
the  term  East  Ithaca  is  also  generally  applied  to  the  surrounding  neighborhood. 
The  original  depot  stood  on  South  Avenue,  just  east  of  the  University’s  old 
armory,  and  through  passenger  trains  had  to  back  in  or  out  of  the  station,  a 
condition  which  brought  about  the  erection  of  the  present  station  further  east. 

When  the  new  depot  was  opened  in  1876,  it  was  out  in  the  country  and 
horse-drawn  stages  ran  to  and  from  Ithaca  for  the  accommodation  of  pas¬ 
sengers.  It  is  now  just  inside  the  eastern  corporate  boundary  of  the  city. 

About  1894  the  Ithaca  Street  Railway  Co.  extended  its  line  from  College 
Avenue  to  the  depot.  The  street  car  fare  on  this  branch  was  ten  cents  and  this 
was  possible  at  the  time  because  of  a  general  state  law  which  provided  that  any 
trolley  line  that  overcame  an  elevation  of  450  or  more  feet  within  one  and  a 
half  miles  could  charge  a  ten  cent  fare.  It  is  said  that  this  circumstance  applied 
only  to  the  East  Ithaca  line. 

The  street  car  tracks  were  taken  up  in  1930,  and  the  tracks  of  the  Elmira, 
Cortland  and  Northern  Railroad  from  East  Ithaca  south  to  Spencer  were  re¬ 
moved  in  1935. 

East  Ithaca  still  is  an  important  freight  depot  being  served  by  trains  from 
Freeville  and  Cortland. 
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I  ’ he  town  of  ithaca  was  organized  at  the  Court  House,  March  16,  1821, 
and  took  the  same  name  as  Ithaca,  the  county  seat.  Its  original  area  com¬ 
prised  31  great  lots  of  600  acres  each,  taken  from  the  town  of  Ulysses.  In  shape, 
the  town  is  approximately  six  miles  square.  It  is  situated  a  little  west  of  the 
center  of  the  county  and  is  indented  near  the  middle  of  its  northern  boundary 
by  the  southern  end  of  Cayuga  Lake,  which  at  this  point  is  one  and  an  eighth 
of  a  mile  wide. 

I  The  town  of  Ithaca  entirely  surrounds  the  city  of  Ithaca  and  is  distin¬ 
guished  by  its  unusual  physical  features,  the  east  and  west  portions  being 
divided  not  only  by  the  lake  but  by  Ithaca  valley,  and  in  the  southeast  quarter 
by  the  valley  of  Six  Mile  Creek. 

The  town  receives  the  drainage  of  nearly  all  of  the  county  except  Lansing, 
Ulysses,  and  the  west  part  of  the  town  of  Groton.  The  principal  streams  are 
Fall,  Cascadilla,  Six  Mile,  Buttermilk  and  Enfield  Glen  creeks,  and  Cayuga 
Inlet.  In  their  course  from  the  high  uplands  each  of  these  streams,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Inlet,  plunges  down  a  deep  rocky  ravine  into  the  valley  of 
Ithaca,  forming  a  series  of  cascades  which  for  beauty  and  variety  are  scarcely 
equaled  elsewhere. 

Willow  Point 

This  place  is  now  a  thickly  settled  cottage  community  on  the  east  shore  of 
Cayuga  Lake  and  received  its  name  from  the  willow  trees  planted  along  its 
shore.  Earlier,  during  the  steamboat  era  on  the  lake,  the  “Sidewheelers”  were 
hauled  out  on  land  there  for  winter  repairs  and  storage.  The  point  at  that  time 
was  known  as  Drydock. 


Remington  Point 

A  small  point  of  land  a  half  mile  north  of  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
lake.  At  one  time  it  was  called  Elm  Tree  Point  and  contained  a  few  cottages. 

I  Around  1900  salt  wells  were  drilled  in  the  vicinity  and  the  point  was  enlarged 
and  occupied  by  the  main  buildings  of  the  Remington  Salt  Company;  so 
named  after  the  Remington  Typewriter  Company,  from  which  company  the 
Wyckoffs  (of  Ithaca),  who  were  principal  stockholders  in  the  new  Salt  Com¬ 
pany,  had  derived  their  fortune.  The  manufacture  of  salt  was  discontinued  in 
1921  and  the  buildings  torn  down  in  1923. 

In  the  year  1750,  two  Moravian  missionaries  from  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  travel¬ 
ing  through  this  region  camped  over  night  at  this  point.  An  Indian,  fishing  at 
the  opposite  corner  of  the  lake,  came  over  to  visit  them.  By  the  light  of  their 
campfire  he  drew  on  a  piece  of  bark  a  crude  map  of  the  watershed  of  this 
region.  He  explained  the  local  watercourses  and  told  how  it  was  possible  to 
travel  by  canoe  from  this  place  to  the  Great  Lakes  and  Canada.  When  the 
missionaries  left  in  the  morning  they  gave  the  point  the  name  “Land’s  End”. 
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Port  Renwick 

In  1790  Major  James  Renwick  of  New  York  City  bought  Military  Lot 
No.  88  of  600  acres,  lying  then  in  the  Township  of  Ulysses,  from  Andrew 
Moodie,  who  was  the  original  Revolutionary  War  grantee  of  said  lot.  This 
great  lot  included  all  of  the  southeast  section  of  the  lake  shore  north  approxi¬ 
mately  to  the  south  end  of  Willow  Point.  When  lake  shipping  began,  a  small 
port  was  established  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  lake  and  in  time  a  dock, 
a  warehouse,  a  tavern,  a  school,  and  a  collection  of  houses  sprang  up.  Stages 
ran  from  there  to  the  village  of  Ithaca  for  transportation  of  passengers.  The 
place  became  variously  known  as  Port  Renwick,  Renwick’s  Landing,  or  just 
plain  Renwick’s,  and  was  referred  to  as,  “the  Corner  of  the  Lake”.  Local 
natives,  duly  impressed  that  it  was  to  become  a  place  of  importance,  gave  it  the 
name  Port  DeL’Orient.  This  title  was  too  fancy  to  survive  in  common  use,  but 
it  is  mentioned  in  early  newspapers  and  records.  In  1834  a  charter  was  granted 
for  the  Ithaca  and  Port  Renwick  Railroad.  In  1835  this  company  was  author¬ 
ized  to  construct  a  canal  from  Fall  Creek  to  the  lake  and  collect  tolls  thereon. 
No  construction  was  ever  started  under  these  charters.  About  1827  the  steam¬ 
boat  landing  was  changed  to  the  new  landing  on  Cayuga  Inlet.  No  trace  now 
remains  of  the  once  flourishing  lake  port  and  the  area  is  now  filled  with  houses 
of  year-round  residents. 

Forest  Home 

Once  a  thriving  manufacturing  hamlet  on  Fall  Creek  east  of  Ithaca.  It  is 
now  a  quiet  residential  community  adjacent  to  Cornell  University.  In  1794 
Joseph  S.  Sydney  came  in  and  built  the  second  grist  mill  in  this  region  and  the 
first  on  Fall  Creek,  near  the  lower  bridge  in  Forest  Home.  The  place  soon 
became  known  as  Sydney’s  Mill.  In  1802  Mr.  Sydney  sold  out  to  a  Mr.  Hixon 
and  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  on  Cascadilla  Creek,  where  he  built  another 
grist  mill  near  the  present  University  Heating  Plant.  After  Mr.  Sydney’s  de¬ 
parture  his  infant  settlement  on  Fall  Creek  took  on  the  name  of  Free  Hollow, 
an  original  place  name,  probably  suggested  by  its  enterprising  new  settlers.  For 
a  hundred  and  twenty-five  years,  a  variety  of  locally  owned  industries  using  the 
water  power  from  Fall  Creek,  flourished  and  eventually  passed  out  of  existence 
there.  The  name  Free  Hollow  was  a  tempting  morsel  for  local  wags,  who 
readily  called  it  “Flea  Hollow”.  Before  the  post  office  was  established  on  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  1876,  the  Post  Office  Department  required  that  a  new  name  be 
given  the  office.  An  old  resident  suggested  the  name  Forest  Home,  which  was 
adopted.  The  office  was  discontinued  June  30,  1902,  but  the  romantic  name 
survived. 

The  Tadpole 

A  name  recorded  by  Dr.  Samuel  Parker,  early  resident  of  Ithaca.  It  was 
applied  to  the  southern  section  of  the  Great  Swamp  which  in  the  early  years 
of  white  occupation  covered  a  large  portion  of  the  valley  flats  from  the  head 
of  Cayuga  Lake  to  Buttermilk  Falls.  That  portion  of  the  swamp  from  Six  Mile 
Creek  southward  expanded  nearly  to  the  edge  of  the  hills  and  in  appearance 
looked  like  the  head  of  a  tadpole;  the  tail  was  the  swampy  Inlet  flowing  north. 
The  Tadpole  was  the  breeding  place  of  prodigious  numbers  of  croaking  frogs 
which  made  the  nickname  appropriate.  When  the  lake  level  was  high,  or  after 
a  flood,  travelers  wishing  to  cross  Ithaca  valley  were  obliged  to  travel  around 
the  head  of  this  extensive  morass  to  get  from  one  side  of  the  valley  to  the  other 
and  this  caused  a  five  mile  detour  over  the  road  since  known  as  the  Five  Mile 
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Drive.  An  extension  of  the  Five  Mile  Drive  was  a  two  mile  stretch  of  road 
which  added  to  the  Five  Mile  Drive  gave  the  longer  route  the  name  Seven 
Mile  Drive.  This  added  mileage  was  necessary  when  the  Five  Mile  road  around 
the  southern  end  of  The  Tadpole  was  too  wet  and  miry.  In  later  years,  after 
the  swamps  had  been  somewhat  drained,  both  the  Five  Mile  and  the  Seven 
Mile  Drives  were  popular  thoroughfares  for  owners  of  “fancy  rigs”  and  pro¬ 
vided  a  level  scenic  ride  on  pleasant  evenings  and  Sundays,  back  in  the  horse 
and  buggy  days. 

Booltown 

A  local  name  given  to  a  small  area  containing  a  few  houses  built  by  Henry 
Bool  for  his  workmen  whom  he  employed  in  his  large  greenhouses.  It  was  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  Dryden  Road  east  of  and  adjacent  to  the  present  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity  apple  orchards.  The  land  is  now  owned  by  the  University,  and  although 
the  houses  remain,  the  localism  Booltown  has  nearly  disappeared. 

Lake  View 

Once  a  flag  stop  on  the  Cayuga  Lake  Railroad,  now  part  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  System.  It  was  located  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  lake  adjacent  to 
Renwick  Park,  now  Stewart  Park.  Excursion  trains  often  ran  to  this  point  dur¬ 
ing  the  happy  days  of  the  excursion  train  era. 

Klondike 

A  name  given  to  a  locality  on  the  east  slope  of  South  Hill,  close  to  the 
D.L.&W.  Railroad  tracks,  east  of  the  Coddington  Road  and  adjacent  to  the 
city  boundary.  Fifty  or  more  years  ago  this  area  was  nearly  all  vacant  land 
and  numerous  shacks  were  built  there  by  immigrant  squatters  who  had  been 
brought  in  to  work  on  the  railroads  and  local  labor  projects.  The  appearance 
of  these  shacks  was  compared  by  neighboring  critics  to  the  newly  discovered 
Klondike  gold  region  in  Alaska.  The  name  readily  took  root  in  local  usage,  but 
with  the  gradual  building  of  many  substantial  homes  in  this  area  the  old  nick¬ 
name  lost  its  original  flavor  and  has  joined  the  folklore  of  the  county. 

Cayuga  Heights  Region 

The  growing  residential  tract  known  as  the  Cayuga  Heights  Region  ex¬ 
tends  northward  from  the  city  line  to  the  town  of  Lansing;  its  eastern  border 
running  northward  generally  along  the  Triphammer  Road,  and  its  western 
border  on  a  line  extending  northward  along  the  western  limit  of  Cayuga 
Heights  village,  which  is  included  in  the  Cayuga  Heights  Region. 

As  originally  laid  out  the  Cayuga  Heights  Region  embraced  a  number  of 
contiguous  sections  which  were  separately  named  as  an  attraction  to  buyers  of 
building  lots.  These  were  named  Sunset  Park,  Remington,  Berkshire,  High- 
gate,  Midway,  Klinewood,  Hampton  Terrace  and  White  Park.  The  develop¬ 
ment  of  these  sections  began  twenty  to  thirty  years  ago  when  the  first  houses 
were  erected,  but  they  are  losing  their  identity  as  separately  named  sub-divisions 
as  the  steady  growth  throughout  the  Region  merges  them  into  a  continuous 
community. 

Cayuga  Heights  Village 

A  village  well  named  from  its  location  “Far  above  Cayuga’s  Waters”.  It  is 
high  on  the  hill  east  of  the  lake,  and  north  of  Ithaca  and  Cornell  University. 
In  1901  the  region  was  open  land  with  scattered  farm  houses.  About  that  time 
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Jared  T.  Newman  and  Charles  H.  Blood,  native  Ithacans,  began  buying  parcels 
of  land  with  the  idea  of  developing  a  tract  for  restricted  residential  use  near 
the  University.  Mr.  Newman  erected  a  “summer  house”  there  in  1903  and 
shortly  thereafter  converted  it  for  year-round  use.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
a  community  that  by  1915  had  grown  to  the  size  of  a  village.  The  Village  of 
Cayuga  Heights  was  surveyed  and  incorporated  in  that  year. 

Glenside 

This  small  residential  community  lies  along  the  base  of  West  Hill,  on 
Floral  Avenue  extension,  adjacent  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  City  of 
Ithaca’s  boundary.  Glenside  had  its  beginning  in  1928  when  John  Daley,  local 
contractor,  erected  the  first  house  and  opened  a  ninety  acre  tract  for  develop¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Daley  gave  the  name  Glenside  to  his  project  because  of  its  near¬ 
ness  to  Coys’  Glen,  a  pleasant  little  ravine  extending  a  mile  or  so  back  into 
the  hillside. 

Renwick  Heights 

Occupies  a  large  section  of  the  lower  slope  of  East  Hill,  north  of  Fall 
Creek  and  east  of  the  Lake  Road.  It  is  situated  on  part  of  the  original  Renwick 
farm  from  which  it  takes  its  name.  The  Renwick  tract  originally  comprised 
600  acres  which  was  purchased  in  1790  by  Major  James  Renwick  of  New  York 
City  from  Andrew  Moodie,  Revolutionary  soldier  who  was  awarded  said  lot 
for  military  service. 

The  first  residence  marking  the  beginning  of  Renwick  Heights  as  a  new 
sub-division,  was  erected  in  1914  by  John  Daley,  contractor. 

Pewtown 

A  name  given  to  a  locality  on  the  so-called  Pine  Tree  Road  at  the  junction 
of  the  Snyder  Hill  Road.  William  Pew  came  from  New  Jersey  into  this  county 
with  a  caravan  of  settlers  in  1801.  He  had  a  large  family  and  they  settled  at 
what  was  called  Pewtown.  His  five  sons  went  to  the  front  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  all  returned.  The  name  was  commonly  used  in  early  times  because 
Pewtown  was  a  landmark  and  meeting  place  for  settlers  in  the  vicinity. 

After  the  original  settlers  had  passed  away,  Pewtown’s  meaning  began  to 
fade  into  the  folklore  of  the  county. 
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TOWN  OF  CAROLINE 


hen  Caroline  was  set  off  from  the  Town  of  Spencer  in  Tioga  County 
*  *  and  separately  organized  on  February  22,  1811,  all  the  preliminaries  were 
satisfactorily  agreed  upon  at  the  first  town  meeting,  but  the  people  could  not 
agree  upon  a  name  for  the  new  town. 

Among  the  names  suggested  was  that  of  Cantine,  but  John  Cantine  Jr., 
who  was  the  son  of  Gen.  John  Cantine,  the  first  and  largest  land  owner  in  the 
town,  was  reluctant  to  have  the  family  name  so  honored.  Finally  is  was  pro¬ 
posed  that  a  spelling  book  should  be  opened  and  that  the  first  female  name 
found  therein  should  be  the  name  of  the  town.  The  book  was  opened  at  letter 
C  and  an  inquisitive  finger  came  to  rest  on  the  name  Caroline  —  a  happy 
choice,  and  a  pleasant  sounding  name  which  was  immediately  adopted. 

At  the  same  time  John  Cantine  and  Dr.  Speed,  prominent  settlers,  agreed 
that  the  first  girl  that  should  thereafter  be  born  in  the  family  of  either  should 
be  named  Caroline.  Caroline  Cantine  and  Diana  Caroline  Speed  were  thus 
honored  with  the  name  of  the  town  as  the  result  of  a  whimsical  agreement 
made  by  their  fathers.  The  Town  of  Caroline  was  taken  from  Tioga  County 
and  annexed  to  Tompkins  County,  the  transfer  becoming  effective  on  March 
22,  1823. 

Slaterville  Springs 

Village  near  the  north  central  part  of  the  town  on  the  old  Catskill  Turn¬ 
pike.  Named  after  Levi  Slater,  who  arrived  there  in  1801  and  became  the  first 
school  teacher.  Within  a  few  years  a  hamlet  gathered  around  that  point  and 
took  the  name  “Dutch  Settlement”  because  many  of  the  settlers  were  of  Dutch 
ancestry,  mostly  from  Ulster  County.  This  distinguished  it  from  “Yankee  Settle¬ 
ment”  (Caroline)  further  east  on  the  turnpike. 

A  post  office  was  opened  in  1823  and  the  name  Slaterville  given  to  it. 
The  village  saw  its  greatest  prosperity  after  the  discovery  of  the  Magnetic 
Mineral  Springs.  This  event  took  place  about  1871,  when  a  well  was  sunk  by 
Dr.  William  Gallagher.  During  this  period  the  so-called  curative  powers  of 
natural  mineral  waters  were  widely  popularized  and  Slaterville  Springs  was  no 
exception  to  this  popular  belief.  At  one  time  the  village  boasted  three  large 
hotels  that  were  built  for  the  “rest  and  water  cure  trade”.  Only  one  remains 
standing,  and  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Caroline  Grange.  The  name 
of  the  post  office  was  changed  to  Slaterville  Springs  August  2,  1890. 

Speedsville 

Village  situated  in  the  extreme  southeast  corner  of  the  town  at  the  eastern 
end  of  the  so-called  “76  Road”.  In  the  beginning  it  was  known  as  Jenksville, 
after  Laban  Jenks,  pioneer  settler  who  owned  400  acres  there. 

In  the  year  1805,  John  J.  and  William  Speed  built  a  log  block-house  one- 
half  mile  east  of  Slaterville  on  the  new  Catskill  Turnpike,  which  at  that  time 
was  only  a  primitive  roadway.  They  opened  a  store  there  and  in  1806  secured 
a  post  office.  John  J.  Speed  was  appointed  postmaster  and  the  office  was  given 
the  name  Speedsville.  About  1812-15  John  J.  removed  to  a  place  called  the 
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“City  Lot”,  south  of  Caroline  Center,  where  he  built  a  collection  of  log  and 
plank  sided  houses,  a  grist  mill,  and  a  saw  mill.  He  removed  his  store  and  post 
office  there.  Settlers  gave  it  the  name  of  “The  City”  or  “The  City  Lot”.  Mr. 
Speed  soon  abandoned  his  project  and  moved  onto  a  large  farm.  After  a  few 
years  he  went  to  live  with  his  son  John  J.  Jr  on  the  Caroline  Center  Road. 
The  Speedsville  post  office  had  traveled  across  town  and  up  and  down  hill 
without  hindrance,  until  1832,  when  John  J.  Speed  Jr.  became  postmaster.  By 
that  time  the  citizens  of  Jenksville  wished  to  have  it  removed  to  their  little 
hamlet  and  the  name  changed  to  Jenksville.  Mr.  Speed’s  influence  prevented 
such  action.  He  care  not  so  much  for  the  post  office,  but  desired  to  have  the 
name  perpetuated.  A  compromise  was  effected.  The  Speeds  resigned  the  office 
and  another  postmaster  was  appointed  at  Jenksville,  which  thenceforth  was 
called  Speedsville.  The  post  office  has  been  discontinued. 

Caroline 

Hamlet  in  the  northeast  part  of  town  on  the  west  branch  of  Owego  Creek. 
First  called  “Yankee  Settlement”  after  settlers  who  came  from  New  England. 
Later  it  was  named  “Tobeytown”  after  Nathaniel  Tobey,  an  early  pioneer  who 
ran  a  tavern  there  on  the  Catskill  Turnpike.  It  is  the  oldest  settled  part  of  the 
town;  the  first  settlers  in  the  town  of  Caroline  having  located  there  in  1794. 
The  little  hamlet  now  takes  the  same  name  as  the  town.  A  post  office  was 
established  about  1819  and  continued  until  August  1902,  when  Rural  Free 
Delivery  replaced  the  local  office. 

Caroline  Center 

This  small  hamlet  was  first  called  Centerville,  a  name  suggested  by  its 
geographical  position  a  little  east  of  the  center  of  the  town.  It  is  situated  on 
the  old  “76  Road”,  a  pioneer  highway  built  from  Brooktondale  to  Speedsville 
by  Augustine  Boyer,  and  opened  and  dedicated  at  a  “bee”  by  the  settlers  on 
July  4,  1808.  A  post  office  was  established  about  1839  and  continued  until 
August  1902. 

Boiceville 

A  collection  of  dwellings  one-half  mile  west  of  Slaterville  Springs  on  the 
Catskill  Turnpike  —  Route  79.  This  small  community  was  named  after 
Abraham  Boice,  who  came  from  Ulster  County  and  settled  there  about  1816. 
At  one  time  a  tavern  and  several  small  industries  were  located  there.  It  is  now 
better  known  as  West  Slaterville. 

Central  Chapel 

A  scattered  community  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town  centered  around 
the  Methodist  Church  by  that  name.  The  church  and  several  farm  buildings 
in  the  vicinity  were  torn  down  about  1933  when  a  “Federal  Resettlement 
Project”  was  started  in  the  area,  on  what  was  claimed  to  be  sub-marginal  land. 
The  name  now  refers  to  the  locality. 

Brooktondale 

Situated  on  Six  Mile  Creek  in  the  western  part  of  the  town.  Once  called 
Cantinesburgh,  after  John  Cantine  Jr.,  first  settler  there  in  1798  on  a  grant  of 
land  from  his  father  Gen.  John  Cantine,  who  was  the  owner  of  two  large  tracts 
of  land  known  locally  as  “The  Cantine  Great”  and  “Cantine’s  Little  Location”, 
awarded  to  him  in  part  for  his  service  in  the  State  Militia  during  the  Revo- 
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lutionary  War  and  partly  acquired  from  other  Revolutionary  Militia  land 
grantees.  Also  called  Cantine’s  Mill  and  Cantinesville.  Later  the  settlement 
took  the  name  Mott’s  Corners,  after  Wm.  Mott,  an  early  merchant  and  mill 
owner.  Other  names  given  to  the  place  were  Mottsville,  Mott’s  Hollow  and 
Mott’s  Mill.  When  the  Motts  left,  the  name  was  changed  to  Brookton  and  the 
post  office  there  took  that  name  in  January  1883. 

When  the  E.C.&N.  R.R.  was  built  through  in  1873  the  station  was  named 
Mott’s  Corners  and  later  Brookton.  But  because  of  similarity  of  spelling  of 
Brookton  to  Brockton  and  Brooklyn  which  was  confusing  in  respect  to  the 
mails,  the  Post  Office  Department  changed  the  name  of  the  office  to  Brookton- 
dale  in  February,  1926  —  a  happy  combination  of  brook  and  dale,  appropriate 
to  its  location. 

White  Church 

Name  of  a  church  and  the  immediate  vicinity  on  the  White  Church- 
Brooktondale-Willseyville  Road.  The  church  was  destroyed  by  fire  years  ago. 
The  nearby  station  on  the  Cayuga-Susquehanna  R.R.  (D.L.&W.  R.R.)  and 
the  E.C.&N.  R.R.  was  called  White  Church.  Both  these  railrails  ran  close  to¬ 
gether  for  several  miles  along  the  Caroline-Willseyville  valley.  A  post  office 
was  established  there  as  White  Church  July  19,  1876,  and  was  discontinued 
December  31,  1902. 

Caroline  Depot 

Until  recently,  a  station  on  the  D.L.&W.  R.R.  running  between  Ithaca 
and  Owego.  A  small  collection  of  dwellings  and  the  station  identify  the  place. 
Caroline  Depot  post  office  was  established  May  29,  1860,  the  same  year  as  the 
building  of  the  depot  there.  The  post  office  has  been  in  operation  ever  since 
that  time. 

Terryville 

On  the  Coddington  Road,  a  half  mile  west  of  Caroline  Depot.  Willet 
Terry  was  named  postmaster  there  July  30,  1832  and  the  office  was  named 
Terryville,  but  a  year  later  the  post  office  was  removed  to  Mott’s  Corners. 
The  name  given  to  the  place  existed  only  as  long  as  the  post  office. 


Guideboard  Corners 

Old  settlers  referred  to  the  place  as  “The  Guideboard”;  a  name  given  to 
a  crossroads  between  Brooktondale  and  Caroline  Center.  The  old  “76  Road” 
turned  to  the  left  in  a  southeasterly  direction  toward  Caroline  Center,  and  the 
Central  Chapel  or  Judge’s  Road  and  the  Bald  Hill  road  joined  there.  A 
guideboard  or  sign  board  indicating  nearby  places  and  the  distances  thereto, 
established  the  corners  as  a  familiar  landmark  in  the  town. 


Rawson  Hollow 

Rawson  Hollow,  as  it  is  called,  is  a  short  valley  opening  east  on  the  west 
branch  of  Owego  Creek,  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  town  and  county.  Lyman 
Rawson,  who  came  from  Vermont,  was  the  first  settler  there  and  ran  a  tavern. 
Rawson’s  independence  caused  him  trouble  with  the  local  law  authorities,  for 
at  a  town  meeting  in  1816  it  was  “Resolved,  That  Lyman  Rawson  be  prose¬ 
cuted  for  retailing  ‘speerits’  without  a  license”.  A  post  office  was  established 
there  in  August  1856  and  discontinued  December  23,  1861. 
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Besemer  Depot 

A  station  on  the  old  E.C.&N.  R.R.,  about  6  miles  southeast  of  Ithaca. 
That  section  of  the  railroad  from  Ithaca  to  Horseheads,  upon  which  the  station 
was  located,  was  abandoned  in  1935-38.  Down  through  the  years  a  collection 
of  dwellings  has  been  built  in  the  neighborhood  and  the  settlement  is  now 
known  as  Besemer  (pronounced  Bees-mer) . 

The  depot  was  named  after  Josiah  Besemer,  a  rugged  individualist,  who 
wanted  a  station  on  his  property,  so  he  built  it  himself.  The  railroad  then  built 
a  large  water  tank,  which  was  supplied  from  a  copious  spring.  It  became  quite 
a  busy  shipping  point  and  when  the  railroad  was  in  operation  it  justified  its  ex¬ 
istence  as  being  more  than  a  water  tank  stop.  A  post  office  was  established 
March  9,  1876,  under  the  name  Besemer’s  Depot.  In  January,  1883,  the  name 
was  changed  to  Besemer.  The  office  was  discontinued  August  31,  1915.  The 
old  Catskill  Turnpike,  now  route  79,  passes  through  the  settlement. 

Pugsley’s  Depot 

Name  of  a  station  situated  on  the  so-called  Bell  School  House  Road  on 
the  old  Ithaca-Owego  R.R.  (D.L.&W.  R.R.)  and  also  on  the  E.C.&N.  R.R.; 
both  railroads  running  close  together  at  this  point  The  Depot  was  one  of  the 
original  stations  on  the  old  Ithaca-Owego  R.R.,  which  started  operating  with 
horse  drawn  cars  in  1834.  The  station  was  discontinued  many  years  ago  and 
the  E.C.&N.  R.R.  was  abandoned  through  there  in  1935.  Abraham  B.  Pugsley 
was  the  first  postmaster  in  1850.  In  1860  the  post  office  was  moved  to 
Caroline  Depot. 

Hardscrabble 

This  name  is  strewn  throughout  the  country  and  speaks  for  itself.  Hard¬ 
scrabble  in  Caroline  is  a  locality  east  of  Caroline  Center  on  the  high  land 
known  as  Taft  Hill. 

Undoubtedly,  like  its  early  namesake  in  New  England,  it  was  readily  re- 
1 1  called  and  applied  when  the  original  thin  soil  was  exhaused  and  it  became  a 
1  hard-scrabble  to  make  a  living. 
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P he  town  of  dryden  occupies  the  central  portion  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county  and  is  the  largest  town  in  area  in  the  county.  It  was  surveyed  in 
1790  by  John  Konkle  and  numbered  Township  No.  23  of  the  Military  Bounty 
Lands.  As  originally  surveyed  it  contained  100  great  lots  of  600  acres  each. 
All  of  the  townships  of  the  Military  Tract  were  numbered  from  1  to  28,  and 
each  was  given  a  name.  Township  No.  23  was  named  Dryden,  after  John 
Dryden,  the  celebrated  English  poet.  On  February  23,  1803  the  township  of 
Dryden  was  set  off  by  itself  and  at  that  time  was  in  Cayuga  County.  The  first 
town  meeting  was  held  on  March  1,  1803  at  the  home  of  Captain  George 
Robertson  on  the  Bridle  Road,  where  the  Plantation  Inn  is  now  located.  When 
Tompkins  County  was  erected  April  7,  1817  the  town  was  taken  from  Cayuga 
County  to  form  the  new  county.  Effective  January  1,  1887,  lots  94-100 
were  taken  from  the  southern  border  of  Dryden  and  transferred  to  the  town 
of  Caroline. 

Dryden  Village 

Settlement  began  in  1797  by  Amos  Sweet  and  his  family,  who  built  the 
first  cabin  near  the  junction  of  two  Indian  trails.  The  new  settlement  took  the 
name  of  the  town,  but  was  first  called  Dryden  Corners.  A  post  office  was 
established  in  1811  and  was  given  the  name  Dryden. 

Dryden  was  incorporated  as  a  village  in  1857,  and  is  the  largest  village  in 
the  town.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  in  the  eastern  central  part  of  the  town  on 
Virgil  Creek,  the  main  south  branch  of  Fall  Creek. 
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Freeville 


Situated  in  the  north  central  part  of  the  town.  It  was  incorporated  as  a 
i  village  in  July,  1887,  and  is  the  second  largest  village  in  the  town  of  Dryden. 

Daniel  White,  who  came  in  1798,  built  a  cabin  and  cleared  land  along 
Fall  Creek;  he  can  be  said  to  have  been  the  founder  of  Freeville.  He  selected 
a  site  just  west  of  the  corporation  line,  where  he  built  a  log  and  stone  dam  in 
1800  and  completed  his  grist  mill  in  1802,  the  first  constructed  in  the  town. 

There  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  how  Freeville  got  its  name.  One  tradition 
is  that  when  the  community  had  grown  to  a  few  dwellings  and  was  a  regular 
stop  for  the  circuit  rider,  some  formal  name  was  thought  desirable.  Many  were 
in  favor  of  White’s  Mill  or  White’s  Corner,  as  it  was  called,  but  Elder  White, 
himself  an  ordained  Methodist  minister,  was  not  in  favor  of  perpetuating  his 
own  name  just  because  he  was  the  first  settler.  It  is  said  that  he  proposed 
“Freeville”  —  perhaps  as  a  tribute  to  the  new  country.  The  name  Freeville 
stands  alone  today  as  the  only  village  by  that  name  in  these  United  States. 
The  name  is  mentioned  in  1836  in  the  Charter  of  the  proposed  Ithaca  and 
Auburn  Railroad,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  it  is  to  run  easterly  along  Fall  Creek 
“as  far  as  Freeville”.  Its  first  appearance  on  a  map  is  the  Tompkins  County 
map  of  1853. 

The  grist  mill,  a  saw  mill,  a  hotel  built  about  1840,  a  little  red  school 
house,  the  Methodist  Church  built  in  1848,  and  a  few  dwellings  formed  what 
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was  known  as  “Old  Freeville”  and  constituted  the  only  sign  of  a  village  which 
existed  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  railroad  junction  one-half  mile  east 
in  1872.  The  building  of  the  Southern  Central  Railroad,  the  Ithaca-Cortland 
Railroad,  and  the  extension  of  the  New  York  &  Oswego  Midland  Railroad, 
all  of  which  crossed  and  formed  a  junction  here,  was  the  beginning  of  the  real 
growth  of  the  village. 

A  depot  at  the  “junction”  was  the  first  building  in  “New  Freeville”  and 
with  the  impetus  provided  by  a  busy  railroad  junction  with  as  many  as  16  trains 
daily,  the  stump  fence  along  the  main  road  disappeared  and  the  open  fields 
between  “Old  and  New”  Freeville  were  rapidly  filled  with  houses  and  stores. 

A  post  office  was  established  there  April  30,  1864. 

The  George  Junior  Republic 

This  is  partly  in  the  eastern  corporate  limits  of  Freeville.  Founded  in  1895 
by  William  (Daddy)  R.  George,  (1866-1936),  as  a  place  to  train  the  wayward 
youth  of  both  sexes  to  become  self-reliant  and  useful  citizens.  It  is  the  first  i 
self-governing  institution  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  The  youthful  village  now 
consists  of  22  buildings  and  500  acres  of  land,  and  has  plans  for  greater  ex¬ 
pansion.  Its  motto:  “Nothing  Without  Labor”. 

West  Dryden 

A  crossroads  community  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town.  The  first 
settler  to  locate  at  Fox’s  Corners,  as  it  was  known  in  early  times,  was  Evert 
Mount,  who  came  in  the  year  1801  or  1802.  He  was  followed  by  Jacob 
Primrose  and  Samuel  Fox.  Some  rivalry  existed  between  this  trio  of  pioneers 
as  to  who  should  give  the  new  settlement  its  name.  Mount  suggested  “Mount 
Pleasant”  and  Primrose  “Primrose  Hill”,  but  Fox  carried  off  the  honors  and 
“Fox’s  Corners”  it  was  called  until  a  post  office  was  established  under  the  name 
West  Dryden  in  December,  1825.  During  its  pioneer  period  the  little  settlement 
was  a  business  place  of  some  importance.  The  post  office  was  discontinued 
June  30,  1902. 

Varna 

Small  hamlet  near  the  western  border  of  the  town  on  the  old  “Bridle 
Road”,  now  Ithaca-Dryden  Highway  No.  13.  It  was  once  a  regular  stage  coach 
stop  and  station  on  the  E.C.&N.  R.R.  The  annals  of  the  early  settlement  of 
Varna  seem  to  be  lost  to  history,  but  occupation  began  around  the  year  1800. 
The  first  saw  mill  and  grist  mill  are  said  to  have  been  built  by  Gabriel  Cain  in 
1803.  One  can  only  speculate  as  to  the  application  of  the  name  Varna,  but 
evidently  it  was  named  by  someone  well  versed  in  the  classics.  Varna’s  ancient 
Greek  name  was  Odysseus,  honoring  Homer’s  wide  roving  hero,  who  visited 
many  lands.  The  maritime  world  knows  Varna  as  one  of  two  important  ports 
on  Bulgaria’s  Black  Sea  coast. 

Presumably  the  local  founders  wanted  a  name  unlike  any  other;  if  so,  the 
selection  of  Varna  was  a  quaint  and  unforeseeable  choice.  Russia’s  satellite 
Bulgarian  Government  recently  decreed  that  Varna  henceforth  be  known  as 
Stalin,  to  honor  the  Soviet  dictator  who,  ironically,  never  has  ventured  far  from 
his  country’s  border.  A  post  office  was  established  under  the  name  Varna  about 
1833.  It  was  discontinued  November  15,  1918. 

Etna 

Hamlet  on  Fall  Creek  a  little  west  of  the  center  of  the  town.  The  Rev. 
Wm.  Miller  and  his  brother  Arthur,  who  was  a  blacksmith,  were  the  pioneers 
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to  commence  building  in  what  was  then  a  wilderness,  probably  around  1800. 
The  new  settlement  was  first  called  after  them,  Miller’s  Settlement.  With 
abundant  water  power  available  on  Fall  Creek,  many  small  industries  gradually 
developed  which  made  the  young  community  a  busy  spot.  About  1815  Wm. 
Miller  sold  his  property  and  the  name  Columbia  was  given  to  the  settlement. 
This  name  it  retained  until  about  1820  when  the  post  office  was  established 
as  Etna. 

The  name  Etna  is  said  to  have  been  suggested  by  the  presence  of  a  dis¬ 
tillery  or  two  there,  which  burned  pine  knots  and  stumps  for  a  hot  fire.  The 
chimneys  belched  flames  and  smoke  which  local  residents  likened  to  the  erup¬ 
tion  of  Mount  Etna,  a  comparison  which  has  ever  since  survived  as  just  Etna. 
The  E.C.&N.  Railroad  passes  through  the  edge  of  the  village  and  until  recent 
years  maintained  a  station  there. 

California 

Name  of  a  locality  in  the  south  central  part  of  the  town  on  the  so-called 
Midline  Road.  The  name  is  said  to  have  originated,  during  the  California  gold 
rush  fever  in  ’49,  when  a  group  of  local  people  organized  to  emigrate  there. 
They  did  a  great  deal  of  talking  beforehand  but  never  got  started.  Their 
neighbors  began  calling  the  place  California  and  it  became  well  enough  known 
to  be  so  marked  on  early  maps. 

Willow  Glen 

A  collection  of  dwellings  on  the  historic  “Bridle  Road”,  one  mile  west  of 
Dryden  village.  First  called  Stickle’s  Corners  after  Jacob  Stickle  whose  resi¬ 
dence  there  gave  the  place  its  name.  Later  it  was  called  by  the  more  romantic 
name  Willow  Glen  by  one  of  its  inhabitants,  a  Miss  Huldah  Phillips,  who  was 
inspired  by  the  presence  of  long  rows  of  large  willow  trees  which  at  one  time 
lined  the  banks  of  the  little  stream  flowing  through  the  “Corners”.  The  settle¬ 
ment  of  Willow  Glen  dates  back  to  1798  when  three  of  the  earliest  pioneer 
families  of  the  town  settled  there.  During  all  of  the  pioneer  period  it  was  a 
formidable  rival  of  Dryden  village. 

Giles  ville 

In  the  year  1801  Isaiah  Giles  came  from  Orange  County  to  build  a  home 
for  himself  and  family  in  the  town  of  Dryden,  on  lands  he  had  recently  pur¬ 
chased.  After  six  years  of  back-breaking  toil  in  the  wilderness  he  found  to  his 
dismay  that  the  title  to  his  land  was  defective  —  that  someone  else  had  a  better 
legal  claim.  But  with  the  same  pioneering  spirit  with  which  he  began  his  first 
home,  he  gathered  up  his  effects  and  went  down  on  Fall  Creek  to  a  point  after¬ 
wards  for  years  known  as  Gilesville.  He  bought  another  tract  of  land  and  began 
anew.  Here  he  and  his  sons  built  a  saw  mill  and  a  cloth  mill.  Later  the  sons 
built  a  tannery.  But  the  little  settlement,  which  was  situated  between  Etna  and 
Freeville  where  the  main  road  crosses  Fall  Creek,  disappeared  years  ago  and 
the  name  has  been  forgotten. 

Malloryville 

Situated  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  on  Fall  Creek.  About  1828 
Samuel  Mallory,  who  originally  came  from  Sharon,  Conn.,  purchased  a  mill 
site  and  water  powers  rights  on  Fall  Creek,  which  was  named  after  him, 
Malloryville.  He  built  a  saw  mill,  chair  factory,  and  other  industries,  which 
in  their  best  days  gave  employment  to  many  persons.  In  1836  a  great  fire  wiped 
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out  the  flourishing  business  of  Mr.  Mallory,  which  so  discouraged  him  that  he 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Wisconsin.  About  1845  barrels  were  manufactured  at 
Malloryville  by  William  Trapp,  who  had  invented  the  first  successful  barrel¬ 
making  machine.  Other  products  were  made  there  from  time  to  time;  although 
a  fire  in  1855  and  another  in  1875  destroyed  the  plants,  they  were  always  re¬ 
built.  Eventually  four  of  the  large  factory  buildings  were  torn  down  for 
their  lumber. 

Red  Mill 

Situated  on  Fall  Creek  on  the  so-called  Creek  Road  about  a  mile  south 
of  Malloryville. 

Red  Mill  is  the  name  of  an  early  grist  mill  and  the  name  is  applied  also 
to  the  immediate  vicinity.  The  mill  was  built  about  1807  by  Isaac  Ogden  and 
was  in  continuous  operation  for  some  130  years.  It  ceased  operations  about 
1938.  With  its  conspicuous  red  paint  it  has  been  a  landmark  for  generations 
and  its  fancy  stone-ground  flour  was  in  wide  demand. 

Irish  Settlement 

A  lovely  little  valley  nestling  high  among  the  Dryden  hills,  about  four 
miles  south  of  Willow  Glen.  In  1811  a  small  group  of  Irish  and  Scotch-Irish 
immigrants,  some  of  whom  had  arrived  in  America  in  1806,  came  from  Or¬ 
ange,  then  from  Delaware  County,  where  they  had  temporarily  settled,  into 
the  town  of  Dryden,  where  they  founded  the  Irish  Settlement.  Strangely 
enough,  they  sought  one  of  the  most  inaccessible  and  least  productive  portions 
of  the  town,  but  the  quality  of  the  soil  in  different  localities  was  not  known 
then,  as  now,  and  the  higher  hilly  lands  were  considered  more  healthful  than 
wet  low  lands  which  were  then  conducive  to  epidemic  fevers.  Among  these 
hardy  settlers  was  Thomas  McGraw,  Sr.  and  his  family.  Two  of  his  sons  be¬ 
came  prominent  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  town.  John  McGraw,  the  young¬ 
est  son  and  most  famous  of  the  children,  became  immensely  rich  in  the  lumber 
business.  He  was  one  of  Cornell  University’s  noted  benefactors,  and  McGraw 
Hall,  one  of  the  three  original  University  buildings,  is  a  lasting  manument  to 
his  name.  An  ancient  Indian  trail  from  Owego  to  Onondaga  Castle  (near 
Syracuse)  ran  through  Irish  Settlement,  over  which,  in  1743,  five  celebrated 
men  of  Colonial  times,  with  Indian  guides  made  a  journey. 

Ellis 

Or  Ellis  Hollow,  as  it  is  called,  is  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town.  It 
was  named  after  its  first  settler  and  resident  land  owner,  Peleg  Ellis,  who  built 
a  log  house  on  the  headwaters  of  Cascadilla  Creek  in  1799. 

When  Peleg  first  came  in  to  view  his  newly  acquired  property  he  had 
trouble  locating  it  in  the  endless  forest,  but  with  the  aid  of  a  map  and  marked 
trees  indicating  the  recently  surveyed  boundaries,  he  finally  found  it  and  im¬ 
mediately  commenced  chopping  for  a  clearing.  He  is  said  to  have  passed  eleven 
days  alone  at  work  without  once  seeing  a  human  being.  On  the  eleventh  day 
Zephaniah  Brown,  who  had  settled  near  by,  hearing  the  sound  of  the  axe  came 
up  with  his  gun  in  hand  to  make  his  first  call  upon  his  new  neighbor.  A  few 
years  later  Peleg’s  brother  John  came  in  and  settled.  John  Ellis  held  several 
political  offices  in  the  town  of  Dryden,  was  a  member  of  Assembly,  and  later 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  both  Cayuga  and  Tompkins  County. 
He  was  a  large  land  owner  and  an  influential  citizen  for  which  he  acquired  the 
title  “King  of  Dryden”  and  was  so  described  in  the  1835  census.  His  younger 
brother,  Major  Peleg  Ellis,  early  turned  his  attention  to  military  affairs  and, 
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during  the  War  of  1812,  he  led  his  Dryden  Company  across  Niagara  River  to 
the  attack  on  Queenstown.  The  little  settlement  never  reached  the  proportions 
of  a  hamlet,  but  a  post  office  was  maintained  there  a  short  time  under  the  name 
Ellis  Hollow.  It  was  changed  to  Ellis  in  1883  and  discontinued  August  30,  1902. 


Ring  wood 

Name  of  a  locality  in  the  hills  of  Dryden,  northeast  of  and  adjacent  to 
Ellis  Hollow.  When  farm  lands  in  this  region  had  reached  their  fullest  develop¬ 
ment  the  area  was  well  populated.  It  derived  its  unique  name  “Ringwood” 
from  a  custom  of  John  English  a  farmer,  who  had  a  big  pair  of  oxen  which  he 
turned  out  loose  at  night  to  graze,  with  the  yoke  left  on  to  keep  them  together. 
Two  large  iron  rings  attached  to  the  hardwood  yoke  made  a  ringing  sound  as 
the  oxen  moved  about,  which  echoed  among  the  hills  and  suggested  to  the 
neighbors  the  name  which  they  gave  to  the  place.  Situated  in  the  eastern  por¬ 
tion  is  the  Lloyd  Ringwood  Wild  Life  Preserve  of  1 14  acres,  one  hundred  and 
five  of  which  are  in  woods.  It  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Cornell  University. 

Canaan 

A  small  valley  extending  from  a  south  to  north  direction  in  the  extreme 
southeast  part  of  the  town.  It  originally  was  almost  entirely  contained  in  the 
town  of  Dryden,  but  in  1887,  seven  lots  of  600  acres  each,  lying  along  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  town  (the  southern  boundary  of  the  Military  Tract) 
were  annexed  to  the  town  of  Caroline.  The  northern  end  of  the  valley  is  still 
within  the  town  of  Dryden.  Title  to  most  of  the  land  hereabouts  has  in  late 
years  been  acquired  by  the  State  and  Federal  Government.  It  was  once  a 
populous  farming  section  and  enjoyed  the  lyrical  local  title  of  “The  Happy 
Land  of  Canaan”.  The  origin  of  the  name  of  the  locality  is  said  to  have  sprung 
from  a  large  family  by  the  name  of  Kane.  People  started  calling  it  Kane-land, 
and  in  time  the  early  meaning  was  lost  to  its  Biblical  namesake,  Canaan. 


I  Sodom 

A  small  valley  running  in  a  south  to  north  direction  in  the  southeast  part 
of  the  town  about  two  miles  west  of  Canaan  Valley.  Before  this  section  was  set 
off  to  the  town  of  Caroline  the  valley  lay  almost  wholly  within  the  town  of 
Dryden  and  for  historical  purposes  can  still  be  claimed  as  a  part  of  that  town. 
But  only  the  northern  part  is  now  within  the  town  of  Dryden.  The  application 
of  its  name  to  the  locality  is  of  uncertain  origin  but  undoubtedly  had  reference 
1  to  Sodom  in  the  Old  Testament.  It  was  once  a  flourishing  lumber  and  farming 
1  section.  One  of  the  most  picturesque  tributaries  of  Six  Mile  Creek  has  its 
j  ;  source  in  the  upper  reaches  of  this  secluded  valley. 

|  The  600 

-  The  name  Six  Hundred  is  strictly  local  in  character  and  was  given  in  early 

,■  times  to  600  acres  of  undeveloped  land  lying  in  the  southeast  part  of  town  in 
»  a  secluded  area  at  the  north  end  of  the  valley  called  Sodom.  Upon  this  tract 
y  once  stood  a  magnificent  growth  of  white  pine  and  hemlock  trees.  Many  of 
]  these  mightly  monarchs  of  the  primeval  forest  were  as  much  as  five  feet  in 
r  diameter  and  reached  skyward  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  or  more.  One  of  the 
|  tributaries  of  Six  Mile  Creek  has  its  source  in  this  tract  and  in  the  ravine  that 
e  courses  through  this  area  was  built  the  “Bottom  Mill”  in  1808.  This  was  a 
r  primitive  water  power  mill  operating  a  so-called  “up-and-down  saw”,  a  device 
i  which  slowly  sliced  its  way  through  the  huge  cork  pine  logs. 
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In  1934,  C.  G.  Lloyd  of  Cincinnati,  a  Cornell  graduate  and  teacher,  who 
had  acquired  a  large  portion  of  the  original  tract,  gave  to  Cornell  University 
title  to  378  acres. 

This  is  now  known  as  the  “Lloyd  600  Wild  Flower  Preserve”  and  is  used 
for  research  and  instruction  in  biological  science. 

In  its  early  wild  condition  this  area  was  a  favorite  nesting  place  for  the 
now  extinct  passenger  pigeon. 

Bethel  Grove 

Name  given  to  School  House  in  District  No.  2  in  the  extreme  southwest 
part  of  the  town  on  the  Ithaca-Slaterville  Road  (Catskill  Turnpike).  The 
school  house  was  built  in  a  grove  of  hardwood  trees  and  from  time  to  time  has 
been  used  for  church  services. 

The  word  bethel  means  a  hallowed  spot,  or  a  dissenting  chapel  for  non¬ 
sectarian  worship.  This,  together  with  its  situation  in  a  fine  grove  of  trees  may 
have  been  the  genesis  of  the  name  Bethel  Grove.  The  name  is  now  applied  to 
a  growing  community  extending  a  mile  or  more  along  the  old  turnpike. 

. 

Forest  Heights 

A  name  recently  applied  to  a  new  little  community  developing  along  the 
Dryden  Road  on  Route  13,  on  the  hill  a  half  mile  east  of  the  village  of  Varna. 

Snyders 

When  the  railroad  later  known  as  the  E.C.&N.  R.R.  was  built  in  1873,  a 
station  was  established  a  little  east  of  Varna,  and  named  Snyders,  after  a  pio¬ 
neer  family  who  owned  several  farms  in  the  vicinity.  Within  a  short  time  it 
was  discontinued  because  of  the  lack  of  business. 
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TOWN  OF  DANBY 


G  he  town  of  danby  is  situated  in  the  south  central  part  of  the  county.  The 
organization  of  the  town  took  place  February  22,  1811,  when  it  was  taken 
from  the  town  of  Spencer  in  Tioga  County.  The  town  remained  in  Tioga 
County  until  March  22,  1822,  when  by  legislative  act  it  was  annexed  to  Tomp¬ 
kins  County;  but  one  full  year  elapsed  in  order  to  allow  the  civil  affairs  of  the 
town  to  be  adjusted  before  complete  transfer  was  effected  to  Tompkins  County 
on  March  22,  1823. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1839,  about  a  mile  square  of  land  on  high  Eastman 
Hill  was  taken  from  the  town  of  Caroline  and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Danby; 
the  area  being  more  accessible  from  Danby.  In  1857  a  triangular  piece  of  land 
lying  northeasterly  of  the  D.L.&W.  R.R.  tracks  was  transferred  to  the  town 
of  Caroline. 

The  name  Danby  came  from  England.  The  Earl  of  Danby,  one-time 
Prime  Minister  of  England,  received  a  grant  of  land  covering  a  large  area  in 
New  England.  At  a  meeting  of  petitioners  held  at  Nine  Partners,  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  a  request  was  made  to  the  New  York  Colonial  Governor  to  buy 
certain  ungranted  lands  to  organize  a  town.  A  charter  was  granted  August  27, 
1760,  for  a  new  town  to  be  called  Danby,  thus  honoring  the  Earl  of  Danby. 
This  is  now  the  town  of  Danby  in  Vermont,  but  when  the  town  was  organized 
Vermont  was  claimed  as  a  part  of  the  State  of  New  York.  It  is  believed  that 
settlers  who  came  from  Vermont  into  the  original  large  town  of  Spencer,  then 
in  Tioga  County,  suggested  the  adoption  of  the  name  Danby. 

The  first  settlers  in  the  territory  of  Danby  were  also  among  the  original 
settlers  in  Ithaca. 

Jacob  and  John  Yaple  and  Isaac  and  John  Dumond,  who  had  built  their 
cabins  on  the  site  of  Ithaca  in  1789,  presumably  as  squatters,  but  with  the 
expectation  of  buying,  found  out  after  the  survey  of  the  Military  Tract  in  1790 
that  the  land  they  had  settled  on  was  within  the  Tract  which  was  to  be  con¬ 
veyed,  according  to  law,  to  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  War  who  had  served 
from  New  York  State  in  the  Continental  Army.  But  it  was  not  until  1795  that 
they  were  obliged  to  forsake  their  Ithaca  homes  and  move  elsewhere.  These 
sturdy  pioneers  formed  some  kind  of  partnership  and  pushed  on  into  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Danby,  where  they  bought  wild  farm  land  and  began  anew 
to  conquer  the  wilderness. 

The  first  mills  in  the  town  were  erected  by  the  Yaples  and  Dumonds:  a 
saw  mill  in  1797  and  a  grist  mill  in  1799.  They  were  built  on  Buttermilk  Creek 
on  land  that  was  undivided  by  the  two  families. 


Danby  Village 

Is  situated  in  the  north  central  part  of  the  town.  It  is  the  largest  village 
and  took  the  same  name  as  the  town.  The  first  dwelling  was  erected  as  early 
as  1798  by  Elias  Deyo,  who  came  in  1796.  In  the  year  1806  Abner  Beers  opened 
the  first  store  in  a  log  building.  The  Ithaca-Owego  turnpike  charter  was 
granted  in  1807  and  in  1811  it  was  opened  to  public  travel.  Dr.  Lewis  Beers, 
the  first  and  only  President  of  the  company,  persuaded  the  builders  to  bring 
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the  road  past  his  tavern  in  the  settlement  rather  than  follow  a  more  direct 
course  surveyed  further  east  along  the  base  of  a  long  ridge  of  hills.  The  old 
turnpike  became  a  public  highway  in  1841;  it  is  now  know  as  State  Highway 
No.  96.  About  1827  the  post  office  was  moved  from  Beers  Settlement  to  Danby 
village  and  Hudson  Jennings  was  appointed  postmaster. 

Beers  Settlement 

Located  over  a  mile  southeasterly  from  present  Danby  village,  along  the 
old  Ithaca-Owego  turnpike,  and  was  the  first  resemblance  of  a  settlement  in 
the  town.  It  never  grew  to  be  more  than  a  scattered  community  and  the  name 
has  now  nearly  disappeared  from  common  usage.  The  pioneers  in  the  settle¬ 
ment  were  Dr.  Lewis  Beers,  one  of  the  very  early  physicians  of  the  county, 
and  his  brother  Jabez  Beers,  who  came  in  from  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1797.  The 
first  post  office  in  Danby  was  established  in  1801-02  at  the  residence  of  Dr. 
Beers,  who  was  appointed  postmaster.  In  1811-12  the  office  was  moved  to  the 
residence  of  Jabez  Beers  and  about  1827  to  Danby  village. 

Dr.  Lewis  Beers  was  the  local  founder  and  pastor  of  the  “New  Jerusalem 
Church”,  or  Swedenborgian  faith.  It  formerly  stood  on  a  corner  where  the 
so-called  Curtis  Road  joined  the  old  turnpike. 

West  Danby 

This  little  hamlet  received  its  name  from  its  location  in  the  southwest  part 
of  the  town.  It  is  situated  in  the  Inlet  valley  on  one  of  the  upper  branches  of 
the  Inlet  to  Cayuga  Lake.  The  first  settlement  was  made  by  Moses  Barker  in 
1814.  When  the  Ithaca-Athens  R.R.,  now  the  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  was  built, 
a  station  was  established  in  West  Danby.  It  has  lately  been  discontinued  A  post 
office  was  established  August  5,  1850.  John  Patchen  was  the  first  postmaster. 

South  Danby 

A  small  hamlet  in  the  central  eastern  part  of  the  town,  about  two  miles 
south  of  the  old  Ithaca-Owego  turnpike.  In  its  better  days  it  boasted  two 
churches,  a  store,  and  blacksmith  shop.  The  South  Danby  post  office  was 
established  April  29,  1834.  Aaron  Bennett  was  appointed  postmaster,  but  dur¬ 
ing  the  twenty-three  years  that  he  held  that  office,  the  post  office  was  at  his 
residence  on  the  turnpike.  Later  it  was  moved  to  South  Danby  hamlet,  where 
it  was  discontinued  December  13,  1902. 

Michigan  Hollow 

The  name  of  a  locality  south  of  Danby  village.  Michigan  Creek,  a  small 
stream,  flows  southward  through  the  narrow  valley.  In  earlier  times  the  road 
through  the  valley  was  a  well  traveled  route  used  by  teamsters  carrying  goods 
between  Ithaca,  Spencer,  and  Tioga  Point,  (Athens,  Pa.). 

The  name  is  said  to  have  originated  when  a  small  party  of  land  seekers 
heading  for  the  homestead  lands  of  Michigan,  stayed  over  winter  in  the  valley. 
They  decided  to  remain  there  and  probably  someone  in  the  group  remarked, 
“Well,  we  got  this  close  to  Michigan  —  let’s  call  it  Michigan  Hollow! 

Point  of  Rocks 

The  name  of  a  well  known  landmark  near  the  south  border  of  the  town. 
The  name  came  from  a  rocky  point  at  the  southern  entrance  to  Michigan 
Hollow,  around  which  the  road  curved. 
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TOWN  OF  ENFIELD 


|  he  town  of  enfield  is  situated  in  the  central  western  part  of  the  county, 
bordering  on  Schuyler  County.  It  is  six  miles  square  and  contains  36  of 
the  100  military  lots  of  600  acres  each  of  the  original  Township  of  Ulysses, 
from  which  it  was  formed  on  the  16th  of  March,  1821.  It  received  its  name 
from  Enfield,  Connecticut,  whence  many  of  its  pioneers  settlers  emigrated. 

Enfield  Center 

This  little  hamlet,  as  its  name  suggests,  is  in  the  geographical  center  of  the 
town.  Whenever  a  settlement  was  made  in  the  central  part  of  a  town  as  in 
the  case  of  Enfield  Center,  it  provided  a  convenient  place  to  travel  to  when 
going  to  vote  or  transact  town  business.  Judah  Baker  was  the  first  permanent 
settler.  He  came  in  1804  and  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  around  the  present 
village.  A  post  office  was  established  as  Enfield  Centre  July  11,  1846.  In  1893 
the  previous  spelling  of  Centre  was  changed  to  Center.  On  April  20,  1918,  the 
office  was  discontinued. 

Enfield  Falls 

In  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town  on  Enfield  or  Five  Mile  Creek.  This 
tiny  hamlet  consisted  of  a  few  houses  centering  around  the  first  grist  mill,  built 
in  1817  by  Isaac  Rumsey.  The  area  is  now  a  part  of  upper  Enfield  or  R.  H. 
Treman  State  Park.  The  present  old  mill  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  original 
mill  and  has  been  restored  by  the  Park  Commission  as  a  typical  example  of  an 
early  “stone”  grist  mill.  A  post  office  called  Enfield  Falls  was  established  in 
May,  1882.  It  was  discontinued  August  30,  1902. 

Applegate’s  Corners 

A  crossroad  community  situated  on  the  old  Susquehanna-Bath  Turnpike, 
now  State  Highway  No.  79.  It  was  settled  in  1805  by  John  Applegate  and 
others.  Applegate  opened  a  tavern  at  the  “Corners”  in  1807.  The  first  school 
house  was  built  nearby  in  1809.  A  post  office  was  established  there  at  an  early 
date  under  the  name  Enfield.  When  Peter  VanDorn  was  appointed  postmaster 
the  office  was  moved  a  mile  east  of  the  turnpike  to  VanDorn’s  Corners.  The 
office  was  discontinued  in  October,  1874.  In  June,  1892,  the  office  was  re¬ 
established  at  Applegate’s  Corners  under  the  name  Applegate  and  continued 
until  November  1902,  when  it  was  abolished. 


West  Enfield 

Once  the  name  of  a  post  office  at  the  junction  of  the  so-called  Georgia 
Road  and  New  Road.  The  New  Road,  so-called,  was  the  first  public  highway 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  town.  Part  of  it  was  abandoned  at  an  early  date.  James 
Tompkins  was  the  postmaster  at  West  Enfield  in  1832.  The  office  received 
very  little  revenue  and  was  discontinued  in  1841.  The  name  and  place  have 
faded  from  memory. 
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Honeypot 

This  name  is  one  of  those  fanciful  titles  that  early  settlers  loved  to  bestow 
upon  a  place.  Honeypot  is  a  sparsely  populated  community  along  the  Enfield 
Road  just  west  of  the  Upper  Entrance  to  R.  H.  Treman  State  Park  (Enfield 
Park).  The  area  is  also  known  as  Meadowbrook,  a  name  derived  from  the 
meadows  along  Enfield  or  Five  Mile  Creek  flowing  through  the  place.  In  early 
times  the  main  Indian  trail  from  the  head  of  Seneca  Lake  to  the  head  of 
Cayuga  Lake  passed,  through  this  area,  over  which  Lt.  Col.  Dearborn  and 
200  Continental  soldiers  under  his  command  traveled  on  September  25,  1779. 
The  name  Honeypot  has  enjoyed  general  usage  in  many  places  throughout 
the  land. 
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TOWN  OF  GROTON 


r  1 1  he  town  of  groton  is  situated  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  county  border- 
ing  on  Cayuga  and  Cortland  counties.  Its  form  is  a  regular  parallelogram, 
measuring  five  miles  north  and  south,  and  ten  miles  east  and  west.  The  present 
town  of  Groton  was  formed  and  named  Division,  April  7,  1817,  and  consists 
of  Lots  No.  51-100  taken  from  the  southern  half  of  the  older  military  township 
of  Locke  in  Cayuga  County.  From  the  equal  division  of  the  100  lots  of  600 
acres  each  in  the  town  of  Locke  originated  the  name  for  the  new  town.  On 
March  1818,  the  name  was  changed  to  Groton,  honoring  a  village  in  Groton, 
Conn.,  and  Groton,  Mass.,  both  these  localities  being  represented  among  the 
early  Yankee  settlers  of  the  town,  who  had  petitioned  that  the  name  be  changed 
to  Groton;  although  a  few  desired  the  name  York. 

Groton 

In  the  geographical  center  of  the  town;  it  is  pleasantly  situated  on  both 
sides  of  OWasco  Inlet.  It  is  the  largest  village  and  bears  the  same  name  as  the 
town.  John  Perrin  is  believed  to  have  erected  the  first  log  cabin  in  1797.  For 
many  years  the  settlement  was  known  as  Groton  Hollow.  Benjamin  Williams 
was  the  first  postmaster.  The  office  was  established  in  1812  as  Groton,  and  the 
mail  was  brought  in  once  a  week  from  Homer  by  a  boy  on  horseback. 

The  village  was  incorporated  in  1860  and  from  its  infancy  has  always  been 
an  active  manufacturing  community.  It  is  on  the  line  of  the  Southern  Central 
R.R.,  now  part  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  System. 

McLean 

Situated  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town  on  Fall  Creek.  McLean  is  a 
station  on  the  E.C.&N.  Railroad.  It  is  second  in  size  and  importance  among 
the  villages  of  the  town.  The  original  name  of  the  village  was  Moscow.  When 
the  post  office  was  established  about  1824  there  was  already  a  post  office  and 
village  in  the  state  by  the  name  of  Moscow.  The  new  post  office  was  named 
McLean  in  honor  of  Judge  McLean,  newly  appointed  Postmaster  General. 

Groton  City 

Small  hamlet  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  on  the  upper  reaches  of 
Fall  Creek.  During  the  pioneer  period  when  sawmills  were  numerous  in  the 
vicinity  it  was  known  as  “Slab  City”.  It  was  an  important  place  and  “Slab 
City”  at  that  time  did  more  business  than  “Groton  Hollow”  (Groton  village). 
A  post  office  was  established  around  1824  and  was  called  “Fall  Creek”,  until 
discontinued  December  24,  1841.  In  July  1849  the  post  office  was  re-established 
under  the  name  Groton  City.  It  was  discontinued  July  31,  1902. 

Lafayette 

This  name  has  always  been  applied  to  the  four  corners  settlement  in  the 
east  part  of  the  town.  It  is  located  on  Fall  Creek  where  the  Groton-Cortland 
Road  crosses  the  so-called  East  Side  Creek  Road.  A  saw  mill  and  grist  mill 
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were  once  located  there.  When  the  grist  mill  was  built  it  was  christened  by  its 
pioneer  builder  George  Fish,  on  the  same  day  that  General  Lafayette  was  at 
Auburn  on  his  triumphal  farewell  tour.  Mr.  Fish  appropriately  called  it  the 
Lafayette  Mill. 

Peruville 

A  hamlet  in  the  south  part  of  town  lying  nearly  on  the  town  line  between 
Groton  and  Dryden.  It  was  known  as  Peru  in  1818,  a  name  probably  derived 
from  the  Township  of  Peru,  one  of  the  three  original  towns  of  the  new  county 
of  Herkimer  (erected  1791),  which  once  embraced  this  region. 

The  first  State  Road  to  be  laid  out  in  this  county,  a  primitive  highway 
surveyed  and  built  by  Joseph  Chaplin  in  1793-1795,  passes  by  the  southern  edge 
of  the  present  village.  The  hamlet  was  surveyed  by  Levi  Bodley  in  October, 
1817.  Owasco  Inlet  flows  through  the  place  and  the  water  from  this  little 
stream  was  used  from  early  times  until  recent  years  to  run  several  small  mills. 
Peruville  had  a  post  office  in  1833  which  continued  until  recent  years. 

Nubia  1794095 

A  collection  of  dwellings  on  Fall  Creek,  a  half  mile  south  of  Lafayette 
marks  the  location  of  Nubia.  The  little  settlement  was  originally  known  as 
“Gooseville”,  so-called  on  account  of  a  large  number  of  geese  kept  by  a  farmer 
there.  Later  the  place  became  known  as  Footville,  so-called  after  the  name  of 
a  local  family.  When  the  post  office  was  established  in  1893,  the  Post  Office 
Department  required  the  name  to  be  changed.  None  of  the  names  submitted 
were  acceptable,  so  the  department  suggested  the  name  Nubia  because  there 
were  not  many  post  offices  by  that  name.  The  residents  found  this  name  ob¬ 
jectionable,  but  nevertheless,  it  was  so  designated.  After  1900  rural  free  delivery 
became  established  and  the  post  office  was  discontinued  July  31,  1902. 

West  Groton 

Small  hamlet  in  the  northwest  part  of  town.  Settlement  began  soon  after 
1800.  The  post  office,  established  in  1833,  was  discontinued  July  31,  1902. 
West  Groton  has  remained  a  small  crossroad  settlement  in  a  productive  farm¬ 
ing  locality. 

Franklinville 

Name  of  a  forgotten  little  community  which  disappeared  many  years  ago. 
It  was  situated  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town  on  a  small  tributary  of  Owasco 
Inlet.  A  saw  mill  and  one  or  two  other  little  mills  were  built  to  take  advantage 
of  the  limited  water  power  flowing  through  a  narrow  ravine,  locally  called 
“Devil’s  Den”.  A  few  dwellings  sprang  up  around  the  place  and  it  was  given 
the  name  Franklinville. 

Bensonville 

Once  the  name  of  a  crossroads  post  office,  situated  in  the  southwest  part 
of  the  town.  The  place  is  now  known  as  Benson  Corners  after  Nathan  Benson, 
a  pioneer  settler. 

The  post  office  was  established  as  Bensonville  May  30,  1833,  with  Nelson 
F.  Benson  the  first  postmaster.  The  frame  building  in  which  the  post  office  was 
located  burned  down  while  all  the  men  in  the  neighborhood  were  at  town 
meeting.  The  office  was  discontinued  February  3,  1842. 
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Grotto 

Situated  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town  on  the  so-called  Buck  Road. 
A  small  collection  of  dwellings  marks  the  site  of  Grotto.  The  origin  of  the 
name  is  not  known,  but  was  probably  adapted  from  Groton.  It  was  the  name 
of  a  post  office  established  there  on  May  13,  1892;  discontinued  July  31,  1902. 
Edwin  W.  VanMarter  was  a  merchant  and  first  postmaster  at  this  place. 

Peruton 

Name  of  a  milk  station  on  the  Southern  Central  R.R.,  (Lehigh  Valley 
R.R.),  between  Groton  and  Freeville. 


The  Pioneer, 


TOWN  OF  LANSING 


This  town  lies  upon  the  east  side  of  Cayuga  Lake  in  the  north  part  of  the 
county.  The  first  town  meeting  of  the  Township  of  Milton  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Jonathan  Woodward  at  Teetertown  (Lansingville) ,  April  1,  1794,  in 
the  new  County  of  Onondaga  erected  just  four  weeks  previously. 

One  of  the  military  townships  of  Cayuga  County  was  named  Milton,  and 
was  erected  January  27,  1789.  On  the  20th  of  February  1802,  the  town  of 
Locke  was  set  off  from  Milton.  On  the  6th  of  April  1808,  the  name  was 
changed  to  Genoa,  from  the  south  part  of  which  the  town  of  Lansing  was  set 
off  on  the  7th  of  April,  1817,  under  the  act  that  created  Tompkins  County. 

It  is  believed  this  name  honored  John  Lansing,  a  distinguished  member 
of  a  prominent  New  York  State  family,  a  noted  jurist,  Supreme  Court  Judge, 
and  State  Chancellor  in  1817.  It  is  said  that  the  first  settlement  in  the  town 
was  made  by  Moses  and  Nicholas  DePew,  who  settled  at  the  mouth  of  Salmon 
Creek  in  1790-91. 

Ludlowville 

Named  after  the  Ludlows;  Silas,  Henry,  and  his  son  Thomas,  who  in  1791 
located  on  Salmon  Creek,  (called  Gientachne,  in  the  Cayuga  Indian  language) 
one  mile  from  the  lake,  on  the  site  of  the  present  village.  They  bought  Military 
Lot  76,  containing  600  acres  for  sixty  dollars.  The  Ludlows  in  1795  built  the 
first  grist  mill  in  the  town  at  Ludlowville  Falls.  The  settlement  became  known 
as  Ludlow’s  Mill,  then  successively  Ludlowtown,  and  Ludlowvillage,  but  finally 
settled  down  to  being  called  Ludlowville.  It  is  the  largest  village  in  the  town 
of  Lansing. 

The  first  post  office  established  in  the  territory  embraced  the  towns  of 
Genoa  and  Lansing.  It  was  first  located  on  the  hill  a  mile  west  of  Ludlowville 
at  Fiddler’s  Green.  The  office  was  called  Genoa,  and  Abijah  Miller,  Jr.  was 
appointed  postmaster  January  11,  1806.  He  was  succeeded  March  10,  1815  by 
John  Ludlow,  and  the  office  was  located  in  Ludlowville  under  the  name  Genoa. 
When  Tompkins  County  was  formed  in  1817  the  post  office  name  was  changed 
to  Ludlowville  and  has  remained  so  ever  since. 

South  Lansing 

When  the  first  settlement  began  it  was  called  Libertyville,  a  name  probably 
induced  by  the  patriotic  spirit  of  its  inhabitants.  In  January  1828  the  post  office 
was  known  by  its  present  name  of  South  Lansing,  but  the  name  Libertyville 
lingered  for  another  quarter  of  a  century.  For  over  a  hundred  years  the  hamlet 
has  been  known  and  called  by  its  unofficial  title  of  “Rogues  Harbor”,  or  “The 
Harbor”;  a  nickname  originally  applied  only  to  the  imposing  local  hotel  (the 
Central  Exchange  Hotel),  but  gradually  became  identified  as  a  popular  name 
for  the  hamlet. 

There  are  several  versions  of  the  origin  of  the  appellation  “Rogues 
Harbor”,  one  is  that  it  was  a  hang-out  for  drinkers  and  unscrupulous  horse- 
traders.  The  reputation  they  gave  the  place  created  an  oft  quoted  saying  “A 
harbor  for  rogues,  a  place  called  Libertyville,  where  even  a  pig  is  in  danger  of 
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its  life  while  peacefully  eating  its  swill”.  That,  and  the  following  similar  tale 
are  considered  the  most  creditable  sources  for  the  name.  At  the  dedication  of 
the  Minier  Hotel  in  1834,  a  lively  celebration  was  underway.  A  local  wit, 
slightly  under  the  weather  from  too  much  celebrating,  proposed  a  toast  in 
honor  of  a  neighbor,  a  widow,  who  had  reported  a  pig  stolen.  Rising  to  the 
occasion  he  exclaimed!  “Here’s  to  the  harbor  of  rogues  —  a  place  called 
Libertyville  —  where  it  isn’t  safe  for  a  widow’s  sow  to  quietly  drink  her  swill”. 


Myers 

Andrew  Myers,  his  wife,  and  two  children  settled  in  1792  at  what  has  since 
been  known  as  Myers,  or  Myers  Point.  For  many  years  after  the  opening  of 
the  Erie  Canal  in  1825,  it  was  a  busy  shipping  port  and  a  regular  port  of  call 
during  the  steamboat  era  on  Cayuga  Lake. 

The  north  side  of  Myers  Point  at  the  mouth  of  Salmon  Creek  was  early 
known  as  Mill  Point.  Several  water-power  mills  were  built  there.  In  1822 
Nicholas  Slocum  was  granted  a  license  to  operate  a  ferry  for  foot  passengers 
between  Salmon  Creek  (Mill  Point)  to  Willow  Creek,  Crowbar  Point,  and 
Goodwin’s  (Taughannock  Point)  in  the  town  of  Ulysses. 

Henry  H.  Plough  was  appointed  postmaster  February  25,  1880  and  the 
office  was  named  Ploughs.  Name  of  office  changed  to  Myers,  March  20,  1882. 


North  Lansing 

A  small  hamlet  near  the  north  border  of  the  town  and  county,  on  highway 
route  No.  34A.  First  known  as  Beardsley’s  Corners  after  Roswell  Beardsley, 
early  settler  and  merchant,  who  was  appointed  postmaster  at  North  Lansing, 
June  28,  1828.  He  continued  in  office  for  74  consecutive  years;  a  record  never 
equalled.  During  that  time  he  served  under  20  presidents  and  34  postmasters- 
general.  The  post  office  was  discontinued  July  20,  1920. 

Asbury 

A  small  collection  of  dwellings  on  the  West  Dryden  road.  Named  after 
Bishop  Asbury,  first  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America, 
who,  while  travelling  through  the  newly  opened  wilderness,  preached  in  the 
nearby  meeting  house  which  had  just  been  completed.  When  the  New  York 
and  Oswego  Midland  R.R.  known  as  the  “Midland”  was  built  in  1880,  the 
station  there  was  called  Asbury.  In  1889  the  railroad  went  out  of  business  and 
the  post  office  there  was  discontinued  June  30,  1902. 

Fiddler’s  Green 

Name  given  to  an  early  settlement  about  one  mile  west  of  Ludlowville 
on  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  route  34B.  This  curious  designation  may  have  had 
its  origin  in  the  old  legend  that  “Fiddler’s  Green  is  the  happy  place  where  all 
good  sailors  go  when  they  die  and  fade  away”.  It  could  be  that  early  settlers 
from  Long  Island,  New  England,  and  New  Jersey  were  aware  of  the  legend 
and  with  a  whimsical  sense  of  humor  thus  christened  the  place.  Jonah  Tooker 
from  Long  Island  was  an  early  settler,  merchant,  and  leading  citizen.  This 
little  community,  which  contained  the  first  store,  schoolhouse,  and  post  office 
in  the  town,  disappeared  long  ago  and  the  poetic  name  that  was  identified  with 
its  existence  is  but  a  fading  memory.  The  post  office  was  established  there 
January  11,  1806  by  the  name  Genoa.  In  1815  it  was  moved  to  Ludlowville. 
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Lake  Ridge 

This  small  hamlet  is  situated  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town  on  the 
high  ground  or  ridge  above  the  lake,  on  state  highway  route  34B.  Settlement 
began  in  the  vicinity  about  1792.  The  old  hotel,  built  about  1814  and  now 
occupied  as  a  residence,  was  a  popular  stopping  place  for  travelers  in  the  days 
of  the  stage  coach.  A  post  office  called  Lake  Ridge  was  established  there 
February  2,  1829,  and  continued  until  December  13,  1902,  when  rural  free 
delivery  replaced  the  local  office. 

Lansing  Station 

A  station  on  the  Cayuga  Lake  R.R.  ( Auburn-Ithaca  branch  of  the  L.V. 
R.R.).  This  place  was  first  called  Countryman’s  or  Woodworth’s  Landing. 
J.  M.  McLallen  established  a  ferry  in  1829  from  Frog’s  Point  to  this  spot  on 
the  east  shore  of  Cayuga  Lake.  From  1845  to  1885  the  ferryboat  “Wide- 
Awake”  was  operated  from  Port  Deposit  (Frog’s  Point,  Trumansburg  Land¬ 
ing,  or  Frontenac,  as  it  was  variously  called;  now  the  present  site  of  Camp 
Barton,  Boy  Scout  Camp).  The  ferry  port  on  the  east  shore  became  known  as 
Taughannock  Landing  when  the  railroad  came  through  in  1873,  the  station 
there  being  given  that  name.  When  the  ferry  was  discontinued  the  name  Lan¬ 
sing  Station  was  adopted.  A  well  developed  colony  of  cottages  now  adorns 
this  lake  shore  area. 

Lansingville 

A  small  hamlet  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  on  the  “Ridge”,  west  of 
Salmon  Creek.  It  was  first  known  as  Teetertown.  When  the  land  and  tavern 
formerly  owned  by  Conrad  Teeter,  leading  citizen,  was  sold  in  October  1828, 
the  name  was  changed  to  Lansingville  and  a  post  office  by  that  name  was 
established.  The  post  office  was  discontinued  September  14,  1907. 

Ladoga 

Once  a  popular  park  and  picnic  ground  on  the  south  side  of  Myers  Point. 
It  was  developed  by  Wm.  H.  Barr  about  1885  and  supposed  to  have  been 
named  after  Lake  Ladoga  in  Europe.  It  was  a  regular  port  of  call  and  one 
of  the  busiest  for  lake  steamboats.  When  the  lake  boats  disappeared,  it  fell 
into  disuse.  It  is  now  a  well  developed  cottage  community. 

Sage 

Also  known  as  Midway.  It  is  situated  on  highway  route  34A  and  is  half¬ 
way  or  mid-way  between  the  south  and  north  town  lines,  hence  the  name 
Midway,  which  was  the  name  of  the  post  office  established  there  in  1873  and 
discontinued  in  1896.  It  was  re-established  in  1897  under  the  name  Sage  and 
discontinued  in  1902.  When  the  Auburn-Ithaca  R.R.,  familiarly  known  as  the 
Short  Line  ,  was  built  (abandoned  in  F924),  the  station  there  was  called  Sage. 

I  he  Midway-Sage  section  was  locally  called  Jacktown,  after  an  early 
settler  named  Jack  Osmun,  who  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  there.  It  was 
ne  ver  more  than  a  small  collection  of  scattered  houses,  but  it  once  boasted  a 
blacksmith  shop,  a  saw  mill  and  grist  mill.  The  area  is  now  owned  and  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Watchtower  Bible  and  Tract  Society,  Inc,  who  maintain  a 
religious  school  called  Gideon  College. 


East  Lansing 

Small  hamlet  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  where  the  East  Lansing  and 
VanOstrand  roads  intersect.  Settlement  began  at  an  early  period  in  the  history 
of  the  town.  The  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Milton  was  organized  there  March 
27,  1804.  The  church  was  erected  in  1823.  A  post  office  was  established  there 
March  23,  1842.  It  was  discontinued  July  31,  1902. 

Norton’s  Landing 

At  one  time  was  known  as  Kimple’s  Landing.  Jehiel  and  Jonathan  Norton 
owned  and  operated  a  warehouse  at  this  place,  which  is  a  half  mile  south  of 
Myers  Point.  It  was  a  shipping  port  for  lake  boats  and  a  station  on  the  rail¬ 
road.  It  is  now  occupied  by  the  Cayuga  Rock  Salt  Co.,  who  operate  an  ex¬ 
tensive  deep  rock  salt  mine  and  daily  ship  several  thousand  tons  of  the  na¬ 
tural  product. 

Portland  Point 

Less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  Norton’s  Landing,  now  occupied  by 
the  Cayuga  Rock  Salt  plant.  It  was  early  known  as  Koplin’s  Point  and  was  a 
ferry  boat  stop.  Then  it  became  known  as  Shergour’s  after  Joseph  Shergour, 
who  had  an  orchard,  a  lime  kiln  and  boat  yard  where  the  Penn-Dixie  Cement 
plant  stands.  Later  it  was  known  as  Collins’  Point,  after  Sherman  Collins, 
owner.  When  the  cement  plant  was  built  around  1901,  the  place  was  called 
Portland  Point.  The  railroad  station  and  post  office  took  this  name.  The  post 
office  was  discontinued  July  14,  1944.  To  provide  houses  for  workers  at  the 
cement  plant  a  Dr.  W.  H.  Lockerby  erected  a  dozen  houses  a  half  mile  east 
on  the  hill  and  this  collection  of  homes  in  time  acquired  the  name  Lockerby- 
town.  On  the  south  side  of  Asbury  Creek  ravine  and  directly  east  of  the  plant, 
Sherman  Collins  laid  out  a  tract  called  Portland  Heights,  which  boasted  a 
Main  Street  and  an  Easy  Street.  A  score  of  houses  were  built  there,  and  with 
visions  of  greater  development  a  South  and  East  Portland  Heights  were  laid 
out,  but  most  of  it  never  got  beyond  the  blue  print  stage.  From  its  high  loca¬ 
tion  near  the  lakeside  cliffs,  local  wags  soon  nicknamed  Portland  Heights  the 
Crow’s  Nest. 

The  Cement  Corporation  ceased  operations  in  1947. 

Esty’s 

Four  miles  north  of  Ithaca  on  highway  route  number  34.  Tiny  settlement, 
first  named  Forest  City,  and  boasted  a  post  office  by  that  name,  which  was 
established  December  17,  1850,  and  discontinued  January  11,  1869.  Dr.  J. 
F.  Burdick  ran  a  Water  Cure  and  Ladies’  Seminary  there.  A  stage  coach  line 
from  Ithaca  ran  to  that  place.  The  name  gradually  changed  to  Esty,  honoring 
Edward  Esty,  who  was  a  prominent  resident  and  land  owner.  The  brook  and 
high  fall  there  are  now  known  as  Esty  Glen,  earlier  called  Burdick’s  Ravine. 

McKinney’s 

Year-around  cottage  community  on  east  shore  of  the  lake.  Probably 
named  after  Jesse  McKinney,  who  purchased  land  there  in  1804.  Once  a  sta¬ 
tion  on  the  Auburn-Ithaca  Division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad.  Twin 
Glens,  two  small  scenic  brooks,  tumble  through  rocky  ravines  down  the  hill  a 
few  rods  apart,  and  flow  into  the  lake.  At  the  bottom  of  the  hill  on  the  south 
stream  was  once  located  the  picturesque  McKinney  grist  mill  with  its  high 
over-shot  water  wheel. 
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Hedden’s 

Early  known  as  Himrod’s  Point,  after  occupation  by  a  settler  by  the  name 
of  Himrod,  in  1792.  After  Aaron  Hedden  settled  there  in  1802  it  became 
known  as  Hcdden’s.  When  the  railroad  was  built  along  the  lake  shore  in  1873 
the  station  there  was  called  Hedden’s.  The  post  office  hy  that  name  was 
established  June  9,  1888,  and  was  discontinued  June  30,  1917.  This  large  point 
of  land  is  now  a  well  developed  cottage  community  and  is  generally  called 
Lake  Ridge  Point. 

Egypt 

A  name  once  commonly  applied  to  the  town  of  Lansing  by  old  settlers 
east  of  the  lake,  who,  before  the  forests  were  cleared,  went  there  to  buy  corn 
before  they  could  raise  it.  This  similitude  had  reference  to  Joseph  and  his 
brothers  in  Egypt.  In  the  very  early  days  of  settlement,  sheep  and  cattle  were 
driven  to  Egypt,  where  the  pioneers  had  pastures  which  they  let  on  shares, 
until  the  owners  could  clear  their  own  land. 

Dublin 

A  name  given  to  a  small  collection  of  dwellings  scattered  along  the  so- 
called  Nedrow  road  on  “the  ridge”.  The  locality  received  its  name  from  early 
Irish  settlers  who  at  one  time  occupied  the  area. 

Algerine 

Is  the  name  of  a  locality  between  the  main  road  (State  Highway  34B) 
and  Cayuga  Lake,  and  is  northeast  of  Lansing  Station.  How  or  why  this  name 
was  given  to  the  neighborhood  cannot  be  learned,  but  the  oldest  residents  had 
heard  it  all  their  lives,  often  from  a  reference  that  “So-and-so  lives  down  in 
Algerine”. 

Pinch  Gut 

This  happens  to  be  one  of  those  picturesque  expressions  with  which  people 
love  to  embellish  a  particular  situation.  In  this  case  it  was  applied  to  a  locality 
on  a  very  narrow  road  which  winds  up  one  side  of  the  Gulf,  a  ravine  in  the 
northeast  branch  of  Salmon  Creek.  One  time  a  woman  was  driving  a  horse 
and  buggy  along  this  road  and  drove  too  close  to  the  edge  and  fell  out,  landing 
in  a  tree  top.  The  branches  caught  her  long  skirt,  which  was  in  vogue  at  that 
time,  and  she  was  rescued  with  some  difficulty.  The  horse  died. 


TOWN  OF  NEWFIELD 


r  HE  town  of  newfield  is  situated  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Tompkins 
A  County  and  contains  34,892  acres.  Its  surface  is  high  and  hilly.  Cayuta 
Creek  drains  the  southern  part  and  the  inlet  to  Cayuga  Lake  and  the  south 
branch  of  Enfield  Creek  the  northern  part.  This  town,  formerly  part  of  Tioga 
County,  was  taken  from  the  town  of  Spencer  in  that  county  on  the  22nd  of 
February,  1811,  and  organized  as  “Cayuta”.  The  name  was  changed  to  New- 
held,  March  22,  1822,  when  it  was  annexed  to  Tompkins  County.  The  act 
that  made  Newfield  part  of  Tompkins  County  allowed  one  year  for  adjustment 
of  civil  affairs,  the  transfer  having  full  effect  on  March  22,  1823. 

The  name  Newfield  was  selected  when  there  was  still  considerable  un¬ 
granted  land  in  the  town,  so  the  name  had  a  real  meaning  to  early  settlers. 

By  a  legislative  act  of  1853,  to  take  effect  January  1,  1856,  the  entire  line 
of  lots  lying  on  the  western  border  of  Newfield  were  to  be  annexed  to  Catherine, 
Chemung  County.  But  by  an  act  of  1854,  to  take  effect  January  1,  1855,  the 
same  strip  was  put  in  Schuyler  County,  which  was  formed  by  that  act. 

Village  of  Newfield 

Is  situated  in  the  north  central  part  of  the  town  on  the  upper  west  branch 
of  Cayuga  Inlet.  Its  area  is  embraced  in  the  so-called  Livingston  purchase, 
which  was  one  of  the  sub-divisions  of  the  great  Watkins  and  Flint  land  pur¬ 
chase  of  1794. 

Eliakim  Dean  bought  the  village  site  in  1802.  In  1809  he  built  the  first 
saw  mill,  and  two  years  later,  the  first  grist  mill  in  the  town.  By  1810  a  tavern 
had  been  opened  by  Jeremiah  Hall.  In  1816  the  fifth  frame  house  had  been 
erected  by  William  Cox,  and  in  the  same  year  he  became  the  first  postmaster 
in  the  village;  the  office  having  been  transferred  from  Seabring’s  Settlement. 

Up  to  about  1835  the  little  hamlet  was  well  known  by  its  unofficial  title 
Florence,  this  name  appearing  in  early  deeds  and  maps.  But  because  of  an 
earlier  settlement  by  the  same  name  in  Oneida  County  the  local  name  was 
discontinued.  The  name  Florence,  one  of  the  most  wide-spread  place  names 
in  the  United  States,  was  borrowed  from  Florence,  Italy.  The  first  post  office 
in  the  town  was  known  as  Cayuta  and  this  name  was  continued  when  the 
office  was  moved  to  the  village.  In  1824,  two  years  after  the  town  was  annexed 
to  Tompkins  County,  the  post  office  designation  was  changed  from  Cayuta  to 
Newfield  and  has  so  remained  ever  since. 

Pony  Hollow 

The  name  of  a  long  narrow  valley  stretching  southwest  from  the  village 
of  Newfield  a  distance  over  seven  miles,  and  intersecting  Cayuta  Creek  valley, 
which  runs  in  a  southeast  direction.  The  name  is  generally  applied  to  the 
farming  community  throughout  the  valley,  and  at  one  time  to  a  post  office 
established  at  the  little  settlement  called  Pony  Hollow,  about  five  miles  from 
the  village  of  Newfield. 

The  name  can  be  traced  to  the  Sapony  Indians,  one  of  the  eastern  Sioux 
tribes,  formerly  living  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  but  now  extinct.  The 
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Saponys  were  nearly  destroyed  by  constant  warfare  with  the  white  settlers  be¬ 
ginning  in  1654-56,  and  by  war  parties  of  the  Iroquois  Five  Nations,  their 
relentless  enemies  from  the  north.  Finally  reduced  to  a  feeble  tribal  condition 
they  began  moving  northward  about  1740,  under  the  guardianship  of  the 
Iroquois.  In  1753  they  were  formally  adopted  as  subjects  of  the  Cayuga  Nation, 
who  allowed  a  small  group  to  settle  in  Sapony  Hollow.  This  is  the  origin  of 
the  place  name,  contracted  from  Sapony  to  Pony  Hollow. 

Frederick  Pursh,  an  exploring  botanist,  traveled  through  the  valley  in  1807 
and  left  the  first  true  account  of  the  source  of  the  name  Pony  Hollow.  Pursh, 
a  careful  observer,  wrote  in  his  journal  that,  “8  miles  this  side  of  Cayuga  City, 
or  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  Ithaca,  we  crossed  a  place  very  beautifully  situated 
called  Sapony  Hollow;  this  place  has  been  cleared  and  probably  settled  by 
Indians”. 

Col.  William  Butler,  in  command  of  600  men  from  Gen.  Sullivan’s  Indian 
Campaign  against  the  Iroquoian  Nations  of  Central  New  York,  hostile  to  the 
American  cause  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  was  ordered  to  destroy  the  Cayuga 
Nation’s  villages  on  the  east  side  of  Cayuga  Lake.  Moving  southward,  he 
camped  over  night  on  September  25,  1779,  in  the  valley  of  Ithaca.  Continuing 
the  march  the  next  day,  Butler’s  route  took  him  through  the  forbidding  wilder¬ 
ness  of  Newfield  and  Pony  Hollow,  the  first  record  of  white  men  to  pass  that 
way.  Thomas  Grant,  a  soldier  with  the  troops,  described  the  difficulties  of  the 
journey  when  he  wrote:  “They  had  to  steer  by  the  sun  and  compass,  there 
being  not  the  least  resemblance  of  either  road  or  path”.  From  this  account 
grew  the  doubtful  legend  that  the  troops  left  worn-out  horses  in  the  valley,  and 
from  their  descendants  supposedly  came  the  name  Pony  Hollow.  James 
Thomas  was  the  first  white  settler  in  the  town,  but  he  did  not  remain  long. 
He  located  in  Pony  Hollow  in  1800  just  south  of  Newfield  village,  along  the 
old  Newtown  road,  now  route  13,  the  main  thoroughfare.  Before  there  were 
railroads,  four-horse  coaches  were  used  to  convey  passengers  and  mail  over  this 
road.  A  post  office  was  established  at  Pony  Hollow,  December  1,  1857,  and 
was  discontinued  November  12,  1892. 

Connecticut  Hill 

In  the  northwest  part  of  the  town  and  is  the  highest  point  in  the  county, 
the  elevation  being  2095.97  feet  above  sea  level.  Connecticut  Hill  derives  its 
name  from  a  “16,000  Acre  Tract”  of  land  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
State  of  Connecticut  for  the  benefit  of  her  school  fund,  which  was  organized 
in  1795.  In  brief,  the  history  of  Connecticut  lands  in  our  county  is  as  follows: 
Originally  it  was  part  of  the  so-called  Watkins  and  Flint  purchase  of  336,380 
acres  of  ungranted  land  lying  east  of  the  Massachusetts  pre-emption  line,  west 
of  Owego  Creek,  south  of  the  Military  Tract  and  north  of  the  township  of 
Chemung.  On  June  25,  1794,  a  patent  was  issued  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Office  of  this  state  to  John  Watkins,  a  lawyer  of  New  York  City,  in 
behalf  of  himself,  Royal  Flint,  and  others.  Watkins  conveyed  to  his  associates 
certain  portions  to  which  they  were  entitled,  one  of  them  being  James  Greenleaf, 
who  by  deed  dated  May  5,  1795,  conveyed  his  interest  in  119,992  acres  to 
Robert  C.  Johnson  of  Stratford,  Connecticut,  which  included  the  16,000  acre 
tract  in  Newfield.  In  July  1800  Robert  C.  Johnson  was  indebted  to  the 
Connecticut  school  fund  for  more  than  $67,000,  for  which  his  father  and 
brother  were  holden  as  sureties  on  his  bond.  A  rumor  reached  the  managers 
of  the  fund  that  the  real  estate  of  the  Johnsons  in  Connecticut  was  encumbered 
for  more  than  its  value,  a  report  which  alarmed  them  over  possible  loss  to  the 
school  fund.  An  investigation  showed  the  real  estate  of  the  Johnsons  to  be  thus 
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encumbered,  so  an  arrangement  was  made  whereby  the  managers  were  induced 
to  receive  in  payment  of  said  bond,  14,000  acres  of  land  in  the  Hardenburgh 
Patent,  (Delaware  County)  at  a  price  of  $21,000,  and  16,000  acres  valued  at 
$48  000  in  Tioga  County  (later  Tompkins  County).  Robert  C.  Johnson  and 
his  wife  gave  a  deed  to  the  state  of  Connecticut  for  the  16,000  acres  which  was 
recorded  in  the  Tioga  County  Clerk’s  office  August  22,  1800. 

The  tract  was  originally  surveyed  and  mapped  by  James  Pumpelly  of 
Owego,  who  acted  as  agent  until  1827.  On  October  16,  1827,  Capt.  Hobart 
Estabrook  of  East  Haddam,  Connecticut  was  appointed  agent  of  this  tract  with 
full  authority  “to  take  charge  of  and  manage  all  debts,  claims  and  lands  be¬ 
longing  to  said  state  in  the  16,000  acre  tract  and  to  make  contracts  for  the  sale 
of  any  said  lands,  except  making  deeds  thereof”. 

Capt.  Estabrook  settled  in  Pony  Hollow  and  was  active  as  land  agent  until 
his  death  in  1872,  when  his  son  Herman  L.  Estabrook  was  appointed.  Herman 
continued  as  agent  until  the  last  lot  was  sold  and  a  deed  therefor  given  in  1879. 
On  its  $48,000  investment  the  Connecticut  school  fund  eventually  realized 
over  $200,000. 

A  portion  of  the  tract  in  which  Connecticut  Hill  is  situated,  consisting  of 
157.75  acres,  was  deeded  as  a  gift  to  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allan  H.  and  Robert  E.  Treman  of  Ithaca  as  a  memorial  in 
carrying  out  the  interest  of  their  father  in  the  State  Park  System  of  this  region. 
The  Connecticut  Hill  tract  is  a  part  of  Robert  H.  Treman  State  Park  (Enfield 
Glen  Park)  and  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Finger  Lakes  Park  Commission. 

Trumbull’s  Corners 

This  hamlet  is  situated  high  in  the  hills  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town. 
Jacob  and  James  Trumbull  came  from  New  York  City  in  1813  and  took  up 
land  on  three  of  the  four  corners,  which  gave  the  place  its  name.  On  April  21, 
1846,  a  post  office  was  established  under  the  name  North  Newfield,  with  Daniel 
Strang  the  first  postmaster.  The  name  of  the  office  was  changed  to  Trumbull’s 
Corners,  June  10,  1847.  The  hamlet  was  also  called  Rumsey  Corners  and 
appeared  under  that  name  on  the  popular  subscription  map  of  Tompkins 
County  published  in  1853.  Trumbull’s  Corners  however,  became  firmly  fixed 
by  general  usage  and  the  post  office  remained  under  that  name  until  it  was 
discontinued,  August,  1902. 

Jackson  Hollow 

In  the  south  central  part  of  the  town  and  extends  into  both  Chemung  and 
Schuyler  counties,  the  county  boundary  lines  all  intersecting  in  this  locality. 
The  old  Jackson  tavern  was  just  over  the  county  line  in  Chemung  County. 
On  August  7,  1883,  a  post  office  was  established  a  little  south  of  so-called  Picnic 
Corner  in  Newfield,  at  the  upper  end  of  Jackson  Hollow.  It  was  given  the 
name  Jackson.  Joshua  Dassance  was  the  first  postmaster.  The  office  was  dis¬ 
continued  August  30,  1902,  when  rural  free  delivery  was  established.  The  mail 
route  serving  this  area  was  the  first  to  be  established  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
Bert  Payne  was  the  pioneer  mail  carrier  on  this  route. 

Seabring  Settlement 

The  name  of  a  place  a  little  west  of  the  north  central  part  of  the  town  and 
two  miles  west  of  Newfield  village.  Cornelius  Seabring,  who  had  settled  in 
the  town  of  Lansing  in  1802,  removed  to  Newfield  in  April,  1804.  This  he 


accomplished  by  loading  on  a  “wood  sled”  all  the  goods  he  possessed,  and 
attaching  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  one  horse,  then  making  his  way  by  aid  of  blazed 
trees  to  what  has  since  been  known  as  Seabring  Settlement.  He  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family  and  his  father,  Richard  Seabring,  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
Cornelius  was  the  first  postmaster  in  the  town  and  carried  the  mail  once  a 
week  on  horseback  between  Ithaca  and  Elmira.  He  was  several  times  super¬ 
visor  and  kept  the  first  hotel  in  the  town.  About  1816  the  post  office  at  Sea- 
bring’s  place  was  moved  to  Newfield  village. 

Nina 

Formerly  called  East  Newefild.  This  place  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  east 
of  Newfield  village  in  the  area  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  so-called  Green¬ 
ville  road  (Newfield  Depot  road)  with  the  Ithaca- West  Danby  highway.  A 
post  office  was  established  there  June  2,  1855,  but  was  discontinued  in  October 
of  the  same  year. 

The  Ithaca-Athens  Railroad,  now  part  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Sys¬ 
tem,  was  built  through  Inlet  Valley  and  officially  opened  for  business  August 
21,  1871.  A  station  was  established  for  the  benefit  of  Newfield  village  and 
surrounding  area.  The  post  office  was  re-established  February  19,  1872,  and 
continued  under  the  name  East  Newfield  until  June  2,  1880,  when  the  Post 
Office  Department  changed  it  to  the  unusual  name,  Nina.  The  post  office  was 
discontinued  in  January,  1903. 

Windfall  Settlement 

A  name  given  to  a  locality  about  three  miles  south  of  Newfield  village. 
Deacon  Ebenezer  Patchen  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  there.  At  an  early 
date  it  is  said  that  a  tornado  swept  through  the  area  leveling  most  of  the  trees 
and  buildings  and  irom  this  event  the  locality  took  its  name.  Another  version 
is,  that  land  being  cheaper  in  that  locality,  settlers  considered  the  opportunity 
to  buy  land  there  a  “windfall”. 

Fishkill 

A  small  scattered  community  in  the  north  central  part  of  the  town  along 
Butternut  Greek.  Philip  Fish,  an  early  settler,  built  a  kiln  for  burning  lime, 
and  according  to  local  legend,  the  neighborhood  acquired  the  name  Fishkiln, 
pronounced  Fish-kill.  The  name  took  root  and  spread  beyond  the  immediate 
viqinity,  ahd  although  there  was  no  post  office  there,  occasionally  in  earlier 
times  mail  mistakenly  addressed  to  local  Fishkill  would  be  returned  to  the 
sender  postmarked  with  the  name  of  its  larger  namesake  east  of  the  Hudson 
River.  Butternut,  or  Fishkill  Creek,  empties  into  Enfield  Creek  in  upper  Robert 
H.  Treman  State  Park  and  formerly  supplied  the  water  power  for  the  old  grist 
mill  still  standing  in  the  park  and  preserved  as  a  museum. 

Stratton  or  Stratton  Crossing 

A  name  which  once  identified  a  post  office  at  a  railroad  crossing  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  town  on  the  Ithaca- West  Danby  highway.  William  Stratton 
settled  there  in  1824  and  gave  the  place  its  name.  A  post  office  was  established 
under  the  name  Stratton  in  1872,  but  was  discontinued  in  September,  1894. 
The  grade  crossing  over  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  tracks,  which  gave  the 
place  its  by-name  Stratton  Crossing,  was  closed  to  travel  when  a  new  overhead 
crossing  was  opened  in  1940. 
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ULYSSES 


TOWN  OF  ULYSSES 

he  town  of  ulysses  was  named  after  a  prince  in  the  classical  Greek 

mythology  of  Homer.  The  original  Township  of  Ulysses,  known  as  Great 
Lot  No.  22,  was  one  of  the  twenty-eight  great  lots  in  the  Military  Tract;  a  tract 
set  aside  as  bounty  lands,  which  were  surveyed  in  1790  and  patented  to  New 
York  State  soldiers  who  had  served  in  the  Continental  line  during  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War. 

Present  area  of  the  town  is  the  remaining  portion  of  original  Great  Lot 
No.  22,  which  contained  100  individual  lots  of  600  acres'  each  and  which  once 
embraced  what  are  now  the  towns  of  Ulysses,  Enfield,  and  Ithaca. 

Trumansburg 

Once  known  as  Tremansburg,  Tremansville,  Treman’s  Mill,  and  Tremain 
Village.  These  names  appear  on  early  maps  and  deeds  and  honor  its  pioneer 
settler,  Abner  Treman,  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier,  who  for  his  military 
service  was  awarded  a  patent  or  title  to  Military  Lot  No.  2  in  the  Township 
of  Ulysses,  containing  600  acres,  upon  which  he  was  the  first  permanent  white 
settler  in  the  town  and  village.  A  post  office  was  established  about  1811  and 
was  first  called  Treman’s  Village.  At  that  time  it  was  in  Seneca  County.  With¬ 
in  a  year  or  so  the  Post  Office  Department  had  mistakenly  listed  the  office  as 
Trumansburgh  and  by  1814  this  name  began  to  appear  on  deeds  and  other 
records.  The  village  has  since  been  officially  known  by  that  name,  except  that 
in  1894  the  Department  by  a  general  rule  changed  the  suffix  burgh  to  burg. 
Trumansburg,  as  now  spelled,  is  commonly  called  by  its  nickname  “T-Burg”. 
The  village  was  incorporated  in  July,  1872. 

The  settlement,  when  new,  also  took  the  name  McLallen’s  Tavern,  after 
John  McLallen,  a  brother-in-law  of  Abner  Treman.  McLallen  built  a  small 
log  cabin  and  stuck  up  a  crude  sign  with  the  word  INN  marked  on  it  in  red 
chalk.  The  word  INN  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  the  settlers,  who  preferred 
to  call  the  place  McLallen’s  Tavern,  a  name  widely  used  until  the  post  office 
was  established. 

Shin  Hollow,  or  simply  “The  Hollow”,  was  a  name  also  early  bestowed 
upon  the  little  settlement  and  survived  in  common  use  among  the  country 
people  for  a  long  time.  It  derived  this  jocular  designation  from  some  of  the 
original  inhabitants,  who,  on  their  way  home  at  night  from  the  log  tavern, 
barked  their  shins  on  the  tree  stumps  still  standing  in  the  rough  roads. 

Jacksonville 

Once  known  as  Harlow’s  Corners.  This  name  apparently  came  from 
William  Harlow,  local  innkeeper.  For  many  years  it  was  called  by  its  little 
known  name  of  VanCortlandt  village,  after  Col.  Philip  VanCortlandt,  a  promi¬ 
nent  Revolutionary  War  soldier,  who  visited  Abner  Treman  and  other  Revo¬ 
lutionary  compatriots  in  the  vicinity  soon  after  the  settlement  was  made.  Early 
deeds  and  school  records  refer  to  VanCortlandt  Village.  In  fact,  Philip 
VanCortlandt,  who  owned  land  in  the  village,  and  resided  in  the  Town  of 
Cortlandt,  Westchester  County,  deeded  to  the  school  trustees,  a  one  acre  tri- 
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angular  piece  of  land  on  March  20,  1813,  to  be  used  as  a  site  for  a  school 
and  burying  ground.  A  proprietor’s  or  share-holders  school  house  had  been 
erected  on  the  same  site  two  years  before  the  deed  was  given.  Shortly  after 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans  in  1815,  the  previous  names  of  the  little  hamlet  were 
dropped  in  favor  of  calling  it  Jacksonville,  in  honor  of  Andrew  Jackson,  “Old 
Hickory”,  who  was  a  popular  hero  of  that  engagement  and  later  became  our 
seventh  president.  A  post  office  was  established  there  before  1822. 

Halseyville 

Named  after  Nichol  Halsey,  early  settler,  mill  owner,  and  prominent  citi¬ 
zen,  whose  large  colonial  house  built  in  1829  still  stands  at  Halseyville.  It  is  a 
small  scattered  settlement  situated  where  the  Ithaca-Geneva  road,  now  route 
96,  crosses  Taughannock  Creek.  It  was  the  site  of  a  well  known  wooden 
covered  bridge.  Foster  Owen,  late  resident  of  the  town  at  the  age  of  81  was 
the  last  person  to  drive  across  the  bridge  before  it  was  torn  down,  in  1926,  to 
make  way  for  the  present  concrete  structure.  This  honor  was  due  him  as  a 
matter  of  family  pride,  for  his  grandfather,  Aaron,  was  the  first  person  to  drive 
across  the  covered  bridge  when  it  was  opened  around  1833. 

Taughannock  Point 

First  known  as  Weyburn’s  Point  after  Samuel  Weyburn,  who  built  a  log 
cabin  there  in  1792,  but  stayed  only  a  few  years.  About  1794,  Benjamin  and 
Richard  Goodwin  with  their  families,  settled  there  and  it  became  known  as 
Goodwin’s  Point,  a  name  which  lasted  until  recent  years.  At  one  time  it  was 
referred  to  as  Port  Lawrence,  after  John  Lawrence,  early  New  York  City  land 
speculator  who  owned  the  point  and  considerable  land  in  the  vicinity. 

After  1800  a  small  industrial  community  sprang  up  which  flourished  for 
three  decades  or  more,  then  gradually  fell  into  a  decline  from  which  it  eventu¬ 
ally  disappeared. 

The  first  documentary  record  of  white  men  to  visit  the  point  was  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  200  Revolutionary  War  soldiers  under  Lt.  Col.  Henry  Dearborn  from 
Gen.  John  Sullivan’s  Indian  Expedition  against  the  Iroquois  or  Six  Indian 
Nations  in  September,  1779. 

This  large  cape  or  point  of  land,  which  is  the  largest  on  Cayuga  Lake, 
became  a  part  of  Taughannock  State  Park  when  it  was  established  in  1927. 

Waterburg 

Small  hamlet  near  the  northwest  border  of  the  town.  Called  “Slab 
Harbor”  when  the  local  lumber  business  was  booming.  It  was  early  known  as 
Middleburg  and  Middlebury,  from  its  location  approximately  half  way  be-  , 
tween  Mecklenburg  and  Trumansburg.  Later  changed  to  its  present  name,  I 
which  is  derived  from  its  location  on  Taughannock  Creek.  A  post  office  was 
established  there  August  12,  1833,  and  discontinued  December,  1902. 

i 

Taughannock  Falls  f 

One  time  popular  hotel  resort  located  at  the  falls  about  one  mile  from  the  C 
lake.  It  is  the  highest  single  fall  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  215  feet  high. 
The  gorge  in  places  is  nearly  400  feet  deep.  Various  Indian  names  have  been  ( 
given  to  the  stream:  Taghanic  (Algonquin),  Chicneaugowa,  Tschochnioke 
(Cayuga).  The  present  word  Taughannock  means  “The  Great  Falls  in  the 
Wood  .  Now  part  of  Taughannock  State  Park.  A  post  office  was  established 
as  Taughannock  Falls  at  the  Taughannock  Falls  House  in  1888.  It  was  dis¬ 
continued  in  1914.  * 
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Updike’s  Corners 

Scattered  settlement  three  miles  south  of  Trumansburg  named  after  Jacob 
Updike,  who  came  from  New  Jersey  and  settled  there  in  1800.  A  log  church, 
first  in  the  town  of  Ulysses,  was  built  there  in  1803. 

PODUNK 

Small  collection  of  dwellings  one  mile  south  of  Trumansburg,  near 
Taughannock  Creek.  The  name  Podunk  has  been  humorously  applied  to  small 
communities  which  have  been  referred  to  as  “  a  wide  spot  in  the  road”.  A 
highway  sign  with  Podunk  in  bold  letters  thereon  proclaims  this  little  com¬ 
munity  to  the  world. 

Local  lore  gives  origin  of  name  to  the  action  of  the  old  grist  mill  water 
wheel,  which  as  it  slowly  revolved  made  a  sound  like  “po-dunk — po-dunk”. 
Podunk,  however,  is  an  Algonkian  Indian  word  meaning  “a  clean  place”. 
There  is  a  Podunk  also  in  Connecticut  and  another  on  Long  Island. 

Crowbar  Point 

Small  point  on  the  west  shore  of  Cayuga  Lake,  believed  to  have  been  so 
named  on  account  of  roosting  place  for  crows.  So  called  as  early  as  1821, 
when  a  ferry  boat  from  Salmon  Creek  made  port  there.  The  point  was  always 
a  favorite  camping  ground  for  “tenters”  and  sportsmen.  It  is  now  an  exclusive 
part  of  Camp  Comstock,  the  Girl  Scout’s  campground. 

Glen  wood 

Scenic  point  of  land  on  west  shore  of  the  lake;  first  known  as  Mack’s 
Point,  after  John  and  Nathaniel  Mack,  early  settlers  and  land  owners.  Henry 
Garret,  a  later  owner,  cleaned  up  the  point  and  built  a  small  hotel  and  a  dock 
there.  He  gave  it  the  name  Glenwood  Falls,  which  eventually  was  shortened 
to  Glenwood.  It  was  a  popular  place  for  picnics.  But  for  a  long  time  it  was 
better  known  as  Garret’s  Point. 

About  1895  a  large  hotel  and  dance  pavilion  were  built,  which  for  many 
years  enjoyed  busy  summer  seasons.  The  dance  pavilion  burned  and  a  few 
years  ago  the  hold  hostelry  was  taken  down.  The  area  is  now  owned  and  used 
by  the  Ithaca  Yacht  Club. 

Krum’s  Corners 

Small  crossroad  community  on  the  old  Ithaca-Geneva  Turnpike,  now 
Route  No.  96.  Named  after  Landon  Krum,  a  blacksmith,  who  came  from  the 
Town  of  Caroline  in  1845  and  settled  at  the  place  since  known  as  Krum’s 
Corners.  It  was  a  regular  stage  coach  stop  on  the  turnpike  and  a  thriving  com¬ 
munity  with  a  tavern,  blacksmith  shop,  and  general  store.  A  post  office  was 
established  there  sometime  before  1824  under  the  name  Ulysses.  It  was  dis¬ 
continued  November  17,  1856. 

Quaker  Settlement 

A  tiny  settlement  one  mile  south  of  Jacksonville.  The  first  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  in  Ulysses  was  held  there  in  1864.  They  met  for  worship 
in  the  “Select  School  House”.  In  1903  “The  Friend’s  Church”  was  built  on 
land  given  by  Charles  B.  Owen,  a  member  of  that  sect. 
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Swamp  College 

Name  humorously  applied  to  rural  school  District  No.  8  a  mile  and  a  half 
west  of  Jacksonville,  now  discontinued  and  the  school  house  removed.  Swampy 
ground  around  the  former  school  tempted  some  early  jokester  to  coin  the 
amusing  whimsey  “Swamp  College”,  a  name  that  still  persists  for  the  locality. 


Mack  Settlement 

Or  Macktown,  names  given  to  a  locality  on  the  Perry  City  Road  near 
Cayuga  Lake.  Named  after  John  and  Nathaniel  Mack,  pioneer  land  owners, 
who  settled  on  a  square  mile  of  wilderness  land  soon  after  1800.  The  name 
was  also  applied  to  the  school  district  in  the  area. 


it 


Willow  Creek 

Small  settlement  on  the  creek  by  the  same  name,  probably  named  from 
the  willow  trees  which  are  found  along  the  creek.  Samuel  Vann  settled  there 


in  1813.  When  the  Geneva-Ithaca  Railroad  (now  L.V.R.R.)  was  built  through 
there  in  1873  the  station  was  called  Willow  Creek.  A  post  office  was  estab¬ 
lished  July  1,  1873,  and  discontinued  September  30,  1913. 


Innocentsville 

Around  1885  a  plan  was  conceived  for  developing  a  settlement  where 
retired  Methodist  ministers  could  spend  their  declining  years  in  a  community 
of  that  faith.  A  tract  of  land  at  the  edge  of  Trumansburg  on  South  Street  was 
surveyed  into  parcels  of  seven  to  twelve  acres  each  and  these  were  sold  to 
qualified  buyers.  The  colony  never  advanced  much  beyond  building  a  few 
dwellings  and  in  time  the  idea  of  a  permanent  institution  faded  away,  but  long 
before  it  passed  into  oblivion  the  imaginative  townsfolk  had  attached  the  name 
Innocentsville  to  the  little  community. 


Pinckney’s 

One  of  the  original  stations  on  the  old  Geneva-Ithaca  R.R.  (now  L.V. 
R.R.).  It  was  a  small  station  on  the  south  road  leading  up  from  Glenwood. 
It  was  abandoned  at  an  early  date. 
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POST  OFFICES 

*  Discontinued 


^sbury 

Applegate 

Irookton 
Irooktondale 
Jesemers  Depot 
lesemers 
lensonville 
Jiggs  Hospital 

Cayuga  Inlet 
Caroline 
Caroline  Center 
Caroline  Depot 
layuta  (now  Newfield) 

)ryden 

)anby 

iast  Lansing 
last  Newfield 
Sllis 

illis  Hollow 
infield 

infield  Center  (Centre) 

infield  Falls 

itna 

’'all  Creek 
orest  City 


*  Forest  Home 
Freeville 

Groton 

*  Groton  Hollow 

*  Groton  City 

*  Grotto 

*  Heddens 
Ithaca 

*  Jackson 
Jacksonville 

*  Lake  Ridge 

*  Lansingville 
Ludlowville 

McLean 

*  Midway 

*  Motts  Corners 
Myers 

Newfield 

*  Nina 

*  North  Lansing 

*  North  Newfield 

*  Nubia 

*  Peruville 

*  Ploughs 


*  Pony  Hollow 

*  Portland  Point 

*  Pugsleys’  Depot 

*  Rawson  Hollow 

*  Sage 

*  Slaterville 
Slaterville  Springs 

*  South  Danby 
South  Lansing 

*  Speedsville 

*  Stratton 

*  Taughannock  Falls 

*  Terryville 

*  Tremain  Village 
Trumansburg  (h) 

*  Ulysses 

*  Varna 

*  Waterburg  (h) 
West  Danby 

*  West  Dryden 

*  West  Enfield 

*  West  Groton 

*  White  Church 

*  Willow  Creek 


Post  offices  formerly  in  the  Town  of  Hector,  Tompkins  County,  later  in 
Schuyler  County. 

Alpine  (formerly  in  Newfield) 


iennettsburg  (h) 
lurdett  (e) 
layutaville 
last  Hector 
lector 


Hector  Falls 
Hector  Northwest 
Logan 

Mecklenburg  (h) 
North  Hector 


Perry  City 
Reynoldsville 
Searsburg  (h) 
Seneca 


*  Suffix  h  and  e  in  original  spelling.  Discontinued  by  a  ruling  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  which  about  1894  began  a  general  standardization  of  post 
office  names. 
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INDEX  OF  PLACE  NAMES 


Applegate  Corners  .  81 

Asbury  .  89 

Algerine  .  42 

Biggest  Little  City  . 6 

Bryant  Heights  . vii 

Brewery  Hill  .  8 

Bowery  Hill  . 8 

Boiceville  . r .  17 

Brookton  . ' .  18 

Brooktondale  .  17 

Besemer’s  Depot  . 19 

Besemer  . 19 

Bethel  Grove  . - .  26 

Beers  Settlement  .  29 

Bensonville  .  86 

Benson  Corners  .  36 

Beardsley's  Corners  .  39 

Booltown  .  13 

Burdick’s  Ravine  . „ .  41 

Berkshire  .  18 

Caroline,  Town  of  .  16 

Caroline  .  17 

Caroline  Depot  .  18 

Caroline  Center  .  17 

Centerville  .  17 

Central  Chapel  .  17 

Covert,  Town  of  . vii 

Cascadilla  .  vi 

Cornell  Heights  . vii 

Cayuga  Heights  .  13 

Cayuga  Heights  Region  .  13 

Cayuga  Heights  Village  .  13 

Cayuga  Lake  .  2 

Cayuga  Inlet  .  6 

Cayuga  City  .  46 

Crown  of  Cayuga  .  5 

City  Lot  .  17 

Cantinesville  .  18 

Cantine’s  Mill  . 18 

Cantinesburg  . 17 

Columbia  . 28 

California  .  28 

Canaan  .  26 

Countryman’s  Landing  .  40 

Collin’s  Point  .  41 

Crow’s  Nest  . 41 

Cayuta  .  48 

Connecticut  Hill  .  46 

Crowbar  Point  .  61 

Corner  of  the  Lake  .  12 

Dryden,  Town  of  .  21 

Dryden,  Village  of  .  21 

Dryden  Corners  .  21 

Danby,  Town  of  .  27 

Danby  .  27 

Dutch  Settlement  .  16 

Dublin  .  42 

DeWitt,  Simeon  . 6 

Drydock  .  11 


Estys  . 41 

Esty  Glen  . 41 

East  Newfield  .  47 

Egypt  .  42 

Elm  Tree  Point  .  11 

Five  Mile  Drive  .  12 

Forest  City  . 41 

Forest  City,  The  .  6 

Forest  Home  .  12 

Flea  Hollow  .  12 

Fall  Creek  Village  . 6 

Fox’s  Corners  . 22 

Fall  Creek  .  88 

Freeville  .  21 

Forest  Heights  . 26 

Footville  . 36 

Franklinville  . 36 

Fiddlers  Green  . .  89 

Florence  .  48 

Fishkill  . 47 

Flats,  The  . , .  6 

Frog  Point  . 40 

Frontenac  .  40 

Frontenac  Island  .  3 

Groton,  Town  of  .  33 

Groton,  Village  of  .  83 

Groton  Hollow  . 38 

Groton  City  . 33 

Green’s  Landing  .  6 

Grotto  .  36 

Gooseville  . 35 

Goose  Alley  .  7 

Goose  Pasture  .  7 

Goat  Hill  .  8 

Guideboard  Corners  . 18 

George  Junior  Republic  . - .  22 

Gilesville  .  23 

Glenwood  . 61 

Glenwood  Falls  .  61 

Garrett’s  Point  .  61 

Goodwin’s  Point  .  50 

Glenside  . - .  14 

Hector,  Town  of  .  iv 

Heddens  . 42 

Himrod  Point  .  42 

Hog  Hole  .  8 

Honeypot  . 82 

Hardscrabble  .  19 

Harlow’s  Corners  . 49 

Halseyville  .  50 

Hampton  Terrace  .  13 

Highgate  . 13 

Ithaca,  Town  of  .  11 

Ithaca,  City  of  .  6 

Inlet  .  6 

Irish  Settlement  .  24 

Innocentsville  .  62 


U 

U 
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L( 

L« 

Lil 

Li 

Li 

Li 

Li 

Li 

Li 

Lo 

U 

U 

u 

Mi 

Mi 
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Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

M 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 

Mi 
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M 

Mi 

M 

Mi 

Mi 

M: 

M: 

M 

M; 

M 

M 

M 

Ni 

Ni 

Ni 

Ni 

Ni 

Ni 

N 

N 

Pi 

Pi 

Pi 

Pi 

P 

Pi 

Pi 

Pi 

Pi 

Pi 

Pi 

P, 

Pi 

P, 

Pi 

Pi 

Pi 

Pi 

P 

Q 

R 

R 


East  Ithaca  .  9 

Eddyville  .  6 

Eddy’s  Villa  .  6 

Etna  .  22 

Ellis  .  24 

Ellis  Hollow  .  26 

Enfield,  Town  of  .  81 

Enfield  .  81 

Enfield  Center  .  81 

Enfield  Falls  . 81 

East  Lansing  .  41 

East  Portland  Heights  .  41 


Jacksonville 
Jackson  Hollow 

Jackson  . 

Jenksville  . 

Jacktown  . 


49 

46 

46 

15 

40 


Krum’s  Corners 
Kimple’s  Landing 

Klondike  . 

Koplin's  Point 

Kaneland  . 

Klinewood  . 


51 

41 

13 

41 

26 

18 
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Lansing,  Town  of  .  37 

Lansingville  .  40 

Ludlowtown  .  37 

Ludlow’.s  Mill  .  37 

Ludlowville  .  37 

Libertyville  .  87 

Lafayette  .  33 

Lake  Ridge  .  40 

Lake  Ridge  Point  .  42 

Lansing  Station  .  40 

Ladoga  .  40 

Lands  End  .  11 

Lockerbytown  .  41 

Lloyd  600  Wild  Flower  Preserve  . 26 

Lake  View  .  13 

Locke,  Town  of  . 37 

Military  Tract  .  vi 

Markle’s  Flats  .  vi 

Michigan  Hill  .  8 

Michigan  Hollow  .  29 

Mott’s  Corners  .  18 

Mottsville  .  18 

Mott’s  Hollow  .  18 

Mount  Pleasant  . 22 

Miller’s  Settlement  .  23 

Malloryville  .  23 

Moscow  .  38 

McLean  .  33 

Meadowbrook  .  32 

Myers  .  89 

Myers  Point  .  39 

Midway  .  40 

Midway  (Sub-div.)  .  18 

McKinneys  .  41 

McLallen  Tavern  .  49 

Middleburg  .  60 

Middlebury  . 60 

Mack’s  Point  .  51 

Macktown  .  62 

Mack’s  Settlement  .  52 

Mill  Pqint  .  39 

Milton,  Town  of  .  87 

Newfield,  Town  of  .  43 

Newfield  . 43 

North  Newfield  . 46 

North  Lansing  .  39 

Nubia  .  35 

Nina  . 47 

Nook,  The  . 9 

Norton’s  Landing  .  41 


Rogues  Harbor  ...... 

Rumsey  s  Corners 

Renwick  . 

Renwick  Heights 

Renwick  s  Landing 

Seneca,  County  of 

Swamp  College 

bhin  Hollow 

Steamboat  Landing 

Snyders 

South  Hill 

Seven  Mile  Drive 

Silent  City  . 

Slaterville 

Slaterville  Springs 

Speedsville  . 

Stickle’s  Corners  . 

Sydney’s  Mill  . 

Sodom  oc 

Six  Hundred 

South  Danby  . 

South  Lansing  . 

Slab  City  . 

Slab  Harbor  . 

Sage  . 

South  Portland  Heights 

41 

Shergour’s  Point  . 

Seabring  Settlement  . 

46 

Stratton  . . 

Stratton  Crossing 

Sunset  Park  . 

Stewart  Park  . 

Tompkins,  County  of  . 

.  1 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D. 

.  1 

Tiohero,  Lac  . . 

Tobeytown  ...  . 

Terryville  . . 

Teetertown  . 

.  40 

Trumbull’s  Corners  . 

46 

Tremain  Village  . 

.  48 

Tremansburgh  . 

.  49 

Tremansville  . 

.  49 

Tremans  Mill  . 

.  49 

Trumansburg  . 

.  49 

Trumansburg  Landing  . 

40 

Taughannock  Falls  . 

.  50 

Taughannock  Point  . 

.  60 

T-burg  . . . 

49 

Tadpole,  The  . . . 

12 

Tioga,  County  of  . 

.  1 

Podunk  . 61 

Pinckneys  .  62 

Prospect  Hill  .  7 

Pugsley’s  Depot  .  19 

Primrose  Hill  .  22 

Point  of  Rocks  .  29 

Peru  .  35 

Peruville  .  35 

Peruton  .  86 

Ploughs  . 39 

Portland  Point  .  41 

Portland  Heights  .  41 

Pony  Hollow  .  48 

Port  Lawrence  .  60 

Port  Deposit  .  40 

Port  Renwick  .  12 

Port  DeL’Orient  .  12 

Pewtown  .  14 

Pinch  Gut  .  42 

Quaker  Settlement  .  51 

Rhine,  The  .  7 

Remington  Point  .  11 

Rawson  Hollow  .  18 

Red  Mill  .  24 

Ringwood  .  25 

Renwick  Park  .  13 


Ulysses,  Town  of  .  49 

Ulysses  . .  51 

Updike’s  Corners  .  51 


Varna  .  22 

Van  Dorn’s  Corners  .  31 

Van  Cortlandt  Village  .  49 

Watkins  and  Flint  Tract  . 46 

West  Slaterville  .  17 

White  Church  .  18 

White’s  Mill  .  21 

White’s  Corner  .  21 

White  Park  .  13 

West  Dryden  .  22 

Willow  Glen  .  23 

West  Danby  .  29 

West  Groton  . 85 

West  Enfield  .  31 

Woodworth’s  Landing  . T. .  40 

Windfall  Settlement  .  47 

Weyburn’s  Point  .  60 

Waterburg  .  60 

Willow  Creek  .  62 

Willow  Point  .  H 


Yankee  Settlement 
York  . 
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